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1. Introduction

WelcometoHands-OnQuantumMachineLearningWithPython. Thisbook
is your comprehensiveguide toget startedwith“QuantumMachineLearning”
– the use of quantumcomputing for computation ofmachine learning algo-
rithms.

Hands-On Quantum Machine Learning With Python strives to be the per-
fect balance between theory taught in a textbook and the actual hands-on
knowledge you’ll need to implement real-world solutions.

Inside this book, you will learn the basics of quantum computing and ma-
chine learning in a practical and applied manner. And you will learn to use
state-of-the-art quantummachine learning algorithms.

By the time you finish this book, you’ll be well equipped to apply quantum
machine learning to yourprojects. Youwill be in thepole position tobecome
a “QuantumMachine Learning Engineer” – the job to become the sexiest job of
the 2020s.

1.1 Who This Book Is For
This book is for developers, programmers, students, and researcherswho
have at least some programming experience and who want to become profi-
cient in quantummachine learning.

Don’t worry if you’re just getting started with quantum computing and ma-
chine learning. We will begin with the very basics. We don’t assume prior
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knowledge ofmachine learning or quantumcomputing. Youwill not get left
behind.

If you are already experienced in machine learning or quantum computing,
the respective parts may be a repetition of concepts you’re already familiar
with. However, this maymake learning the respective new topic easier and
provide a slightly different angle to the known.

This book offers a practical, hands-on exploration of quantum machine
learning. Rather thanworking through tons of theory,wewill build upprac-
tical intuition about the core concepts. Wewill acquire the exact knowledge
we need to solve practical examples with lots of code. Step by step, you will
extend your knowledge and learn how to solve new problems.

Of course, we will do some math. Of course, we will cover a little physics.
But I don’t expect you to hold a degree in any of these two fields. We will
go through all the concepts we need. While this includes some mathemati-
cal notation and formulae, we keep it at the minimum required to solve our
practical problems.

The theoretical foundation of quantummachine learning may appear over-
whelmingatfirst sight. Beassured,whenput into theright context andwhen
explained conceptually, it is not harder than learning a new programming
language. And this is what’s insideHands-On QuantumMachine Learning
WithPython.

Of course, we will write code. A lot of code, actually. If you know a little
Python, great! If you don’t know Python but another language, such as Java,
Javascript, or PHP, you’ll be fine, too. If you know programming concepts
(such as if then else-constructs and loops) then learning the syntax is a piece
of cake. If you’re familiar with functional programming constructs, such as
map, filter, and reduce, you’re already well equipped. If not, don’t worry, we
will get you started with these constructs, too. We don’t expect you to be a
senior software developer. Wewill go through all the code. Line by line.

By the time you finish the first few chapters of this book, you will be profi-
cient with doing themath, understanding the physics, andwriting the code
you need to graduate to themore advanced content.

This book is not just for beginners. There is a lot of advanced content inhere,
too. Many chapters of Hands-OnQuantumMachineLearningWithPython
cover, explain, and apply quantummachine learning algorithms developed
in the last two years. The insights this book provides can be directly applied
in your job and research. The time you’ll save by reading throughHands-On
QuantumMachine LearningWithPythonwillmore than pay for itself.
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1.2 Book Organization
Machine learning and quantum computing rely onmath, statistics, physics,
and computer science. This a lot of theory. Covering it all upfront would be
quite exhaustive and fill at least one bookwithout any practical insight.

However,without at least someunderstanding of the underlying theoretical
concepts, the code examples on their own do not provide many practical in-
sights, either. While libraries free you from tedious implementation details,
the code, even though short, does not explain the core concepts.

This book provides the theory needed to understand the code we’re writing
to solve a problem. We cover the theory when it applies and when we need
the background to understandwhatwe are doing. Wewill embed the theory
into solving a practical problem and thus, directly see it in action.

As a result, the theory spreads among all the chapters. From simple to com-
plex. Youmay skip certain examples if you like. But you shouldhave a look at
the theoretical concepts discussed in each chapter.

In this pre-release, we start with a Variational Hybrid Quantum-Classical
Algorithm to solve a binary classification task. First, we have a detailed look
at binary classification in chapter 2. Then, in chapter ??, we introduce the
basic concept of the quantumbit, the quantum state, and howmeasurement
affects it. Based on these concepts, we build our first Parameterized Quan-
tumCircuit and use it to solve our binary classification task. Such a hybrid
algorithm combines the quantum state preparation and measurement with
classical optimization.

1.3 Why Should I Bother With Quantum
Machine Learning?
In the recent past, we have witnessed how algorithms learned to drive cars
and beat world champions in chess and Go. Machine learning is being ap-
plied to virtually every imaginable sector, frommilitary to aerospace, from
agriculture tomanufacturing, and fromfinance to healthcare.

But these algorithms become increasingly hard to train because they consist
of billions of parameters. Quantum computers promise to solve such prob-
lems intractable with current computing technologies. Their ability to com-
pute multiple states simultaneously enables them to perform an indefinite
number of superposed tasks in parallel. An ability that promises to improve
and to expeditemachine learning techniques.
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Unlike classical computers that are based on sequential informationprocess-
ing,quantumcomputingmakesuseof thepropertiesofquantumphysics. Su-
perposition, entanglement, and interference. But rather than increasing the
available computing capacity, it reduces the capacity needed to solve a prob-
lem.

But quantum computing requires us to change the way we think about com-
puters. It requires a whole new set of algorithms. Algorithms that encode
and use quantum information. This includesmachine learning algorithms.

And it requires a new set of developers. Developers who understand ma-
chine learning and quantum computing. Developers capable to solve practi-
cal problems that have not been solved before. A rare type of developer. The
ability to solve quantummachine learning problems today already sets you
apart from all the others.

Quantummachine learningpromises tobedisruptive. Although thismerger
of machine learning and quantum computing, both areas of active research,
is largely in the conceptual domain, there are already a number of examples
where it is being applied to solve real-life problems. Google, Amazon, IBM,
Microsoft, andawholefleetofhigh-techstartups strive tobe thefirst tobuild
and sell quantummachine learning systems.

The opportunity to study a technology right at themoment when it is about
to prove its supremacy is a unique opportunity. Don’tmiss it.

1.4 Quantum Machine Learning -
Beyond The Hype
If there were two terms in computer science that I would describe as overly
hypedandpoorlyunderstood, Iwouldsaymachine learningandquantumcom-
puting.

That said, QuantumMachine Learning is the use of quantum computing for
computation ofmachine learning algorithms. Could it be anyworse?
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Figure 1.1: Which future will it be?

There are a lot of anecdotes on these two technologies. They start at ma-
chines that understand the natural language of us humans. And they end at
the advent of the Artificial General Intelligence that either manifests as the
Terminator-like apocalypse or theWall-E-like utopia.

Don’t fall for the hype! An unbiased and detailed look at a technology helps
not to fall for the hype and the folklore. Let’s start withmachine learning.

1.4.1 What is Machine Learning?
“Machine learning is a thing-labeler, essentially”

– Cassie Kozyrkov, Chief Decision Scientist at Google, source –

Withmachine learning,we aim toput a label onto a yet unlabeled thing. And
there are threemainways of doing it: classification, regression, and segmen-
tation.

In classification,we try topredict thediscrete label of an instance. Given the
input and a set of possible labels, which one is it? Here’s a picture. Is it a cat
or a dog?

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/simplest-explanation-machine-learning-youll-ever-read-cassie-kozyrkov
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Figure 1.2: Is it a cat or a dog?

Regression is about finding a function to predict the relationship between
some input and thedependent continuous output value. Givenyouknow the
income and the effective tax rates of your friends, can you estimate your tax
rate given your income even though you don’t know the actual calculation?

ef
fe
ct
iv
e
ta
x
ra
te

gross income

?

Figure 1.3: Effective tax rate by gross income

And segmentation is the process of partitioning the population into groups
with similar characteristics who are thus likely to exhibit similar behavior.
Given youproduce an expensive product, such as yachts, and a population of
potential customers, who do youwant to try to sell to?
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Figure 1.4: Customer Segmentation

1.4.2 What is Quantum Computing?
Quantum computing is a different form of computation. It uses three fun-
damental properties of quantum physics: superposition, interference, and
entanglement.

Superposition refers to thequantumphenomenonwhere aquantumsystem
can exist inmultiple states concurrently.

Figure 1.5: The quantum superposition
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! Actually, the quantum system does not exist in multiple states
concurrently. It exists in a complex linear combination of a
state 0 and a state 1. It is a different kind of combination that is
neither ”or” nor is it ”and”. We will explore this state in depth
in this book.

Quantum interference iswhat allowsus tobias quantumsystems toward the
desired state. The idea is to create a pattern of interference where the paths
leading towronganswers interferedestructivelyandcanceloutbut thepaths
leading to the right answer reinforce each other.

Interfering waves

resulting wave

Figure 1.6: Interference of waves

Entanglement is an extremely strong correlation between quantum parti-
cles. Entangled particles remain perfectly correlated even if separated by
great distances.
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Figure 1.7: Entanglement

Doyou see theTerminator already? No?

MaybeWall-E?No again?

Maybe it helps to look at how these thingswork.

1.4.3 How Does Machine Learning Work?
There are myriads of machine learning algorithms out there. But every one
of these algorithms has three components:

• The Representation depicts the inner architecture the algorithm uses
to represent the knowledge. It may consist of a set of rules, instances,
decision trees, support vectormachines, neural networks, and others.
• The Evaluation is a function to evaluate candidate algorithm parame-
terizations. Examples include accuracy, prediction and recall, squared
error, posterior probability, cost,margin, entropy, and others.
• TheOptimizationdescribes thewayof generating candidate algorithm
parameterizations. It is known as the search process. For instance,
combinatorial optimization, convex optimization, and constrained op-
timization.

Thefirst stepofmachine learning is thedevelopmentof the architecture, the
representation. Thearchitecture specifies theparameterswhosevalueshold
the representation of the knowledge. This step determines how suited the
solution will be to solve a certain problem. More parameters are not always
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better. If our problem can be solved by a linear function, trying to solve it
with a solution that consists ofmillions of parameters is likely to fail. On the
other hand, an architecturewith very few parametersmay be insufficient to
solve complex problems such as natural language understanding.

Representation

Evaluation

Optimization

Try

Improve

Develop

Measure

Figure 1.8: A generalized notion of machine learning

Oncewe settled for the architecture to represent theknowledge,we trainour
machine learningalgorithmwithexamples. Dependingon thenumberofpa-
rameters, we need a lot of examples. The algorithm tries to predict the label
of each example. We use the evaluation function to measure how the algo-
rithmperformed.

Finally, the optimizer adjusts the representation parameters in a way that
promisesbetterperformancewithregard to themeasuredevaluation. Itmay
even involve changing the architecture of the representation.

Learning does not happen in giant leaps. Rather in tiny steps. In order to
yield a good performance and depending on the complexity of the problem,
it takes several iterations of this general process until themachine is able to
put the correct label at a thing.

1.4.4 What Tasks Are Quantum Computers
Good At?
Theworldofquantummechanics is different fromthephysicsweexperience
in our everyday situations. So is the world of quantum computing different
from classical (digital) computing.
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What makes quantum computing so powerful isn’t its processing speed. In
fact, it is rather slow. Whatmakes quantum computing so powerful isn’t its
memory, either. In fact, it is absurdly tiny. We’re talking about a few quan-
tumbits.

Whatmakes quantumcomputing so powerful is the algorithms itmakes pos-
sible. These algorithms exhibit different complexity characteristics than
their classical equivalents.

In order to understandwhat thatmeans, let’s have a brief look at complexity
theory. Complexity theory is the study of the computational effort required
to run an algorithm.

For instance, the computational effort of addition is O(n). This means that
the effort of adding two numbers increases linearly with the size (digits) of
the number. The computational effort of multiplication is O(n2). The effort
increases by the square of the number size. These algorithms are said to be
solvable in polynomial time.

But these problems are comparably simple. The best algorithm solving the
problem of factorization, that is finding the prime factors of an n-digit num-
ber, isO(en1/3). Itmeans that theeffort increasesexponentiallywith thenum-
ber of digits.
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Figure 1.9: Graphs of common complexity functions

The difference betweenO(n2) andO(en1/3) complexitymust not be underesti-
mated. While your smartphone is able to multiply numbers with 800 digits
in a few seconds, the factorization of such numbers takes about 2,000 years
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on a supercomputer.

A savvyquantumalgorithm (suchasShor’s algorithm) canuse superposition
to evaluate all possible factors of a number simultaneously. And rather than
calculating the result, it uses interference to combine all possible answers
in a way that yields a correct answer. This algorithm solves a factorization
problem with O

(
(logn)2(log logn)(log loglogn)

)
complexity. This is a polyno-

mial complexity! So ismultiplication.

Quantumcomputing is powerful because it promises to solve certain types of
mathematical calculationswith reduced complexity.

Doyou see theTerminator orWall-E now? Not yet?

1.4.5 The Case For Quantum Machine Learning
Quantummachine learning is the use of quantum computing for the compu-
tation ofmachine learning algorithms.

We have learned that machine learning algorithms contain three compo-
nents: representation, evaluation, and optimization.

When we look at the representation, current machine learning algorithms,
such as the Generative Pre-trained Transformer 3 (GPT-3) network, published
in 2020, come tomind. GPT-3 produces human-like text. It has 175 billion pa-
rameters. The IBM Q quantum computer has 27 quantum bits. Even though
quantum bits store a lot more information than a classical bit does (because
it is not either 0 or 1), quantum computers are far away from advancing ma-
chine learning for their representation ability.

During the evaluation, the machine learning algorithm tries to predict the
label of a thing. Classically, this involves measuring and transforming data
points. For instance, neural networks rely onmatrixmultiplications. These
are tasks classical computers are good at. However, if you have 175 billion pa-
rameters, then calculating the resultingprediction takesquite a lot ofmatrix
multiplications.

Finally, the algorithmneeds to improve the parameters in ameaningfulway.
The problem is to find a set of parameter values that result in better perfor-
mance. With 175 billions of parameters, the number of combinations is end-
less.

Classical machine learning employs heuristics that exploit the structure of
the problem to converge to a sufficient solutionwithin a reasonable time. De-
spite the use of even advanced heuristics, training the GPT-3 would require
355 years to train on a single GPU (Graphics Processing Unit) and cost $4.6
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million. Just to get a feeling ofwhat reasonablemeans in this context.

Themaincharacteristic ofquantumcomputing is theability to computemul-
tiple states concurrently. A quantum optimization algorithm can combine
all possible candidates and yield those that promise good results. Therefore,
quantum computing promises to be exponentially faster than classical com-
puters in the optimization of the algorithm.

But this does not mean we only look at the optimization. Because the opti-
mizationbuildsuponrunninganevaluation. Andtheevaluationbuildsupon
the representation. Thus, tapping the full potential of quantum computing
to solve themachine learning optimization problem requires the evaluation
and the representation to integratewith the quantumoptimizer.

Having in mind what classical machine learning algorithms can do today,
and if we expect quantum computing to reduce the complexity of training
such algorithms bymagnitudes, then the hype becomes understandable. Be-
cause we are “only” magnitudes away from things like Artificial General In-
telligence.

But of course, building an Artificial General Intelligence requiresmore than
the computation. It needs data. And it needs the algorithms.

Thedevelopment of suchalgorithms is oneof the current challenges inquan-
tummachine learning. But there’s another aspect to cope with in that chal-
lenge. That aspect is we are in theNISQ era.

1.5 Quantum Machine Learning In The
NISQ Era
Quantum computing is a different form of computation. A form that, as we
just learned, can change the complexity of solving problems making them
tractable. But this different form of computation brings its own challenges.

Digital computers need to distinguish between two states: 0 and 1. The cir-
cuits need to tell the difference betweenhighvoltage and lowvoltage. When-
ever there is a high voltage, it is 1 and if there is a lower voltage it is 0. This
discretizationmeans that errorsmust be relatively large to be noticeable and
methods for detecting and correcting such errors can then be implemented.

Unlike digital computers, quantum computers need to be very precise. They
keep a continuous quantumstate. Andquantumalgorithms that base onpre-
cise manipulations of continuously varying parameters. In quantum com-
puters, however, errors canbe arbitrarily small and impossible to detect, but
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still, their effects can build up to ruin a computation.

This fragilequantumstate isveryvulnerable to thenoisecoming fromtheen-
vironmentaround thequantumbit. Noise canarise fromcontrol electronics,
heat, or impurities in the quantum computer’s material itself, and can also
cause serious computing errors thatmay be difficult to correct.

But to keep the promises quantum computers make, we need fault-tolerant
devices. Weneeddevices tocomputeShor’salgorithmfor factoring. Weneed
devices toexecuteall theotheralgorithmsthathavebeendevelopedintheory
that solve problems intractable for digital computers.

But such devices require millions of quantum bits. This overhead is re-
quired for error correction since most of these sophisticated algorithms are
extremely sensitive to noise.

Current quantum computers have up to 27 quantum bits. Even though IBM
strives for a 1000-quantum bits computer by 2023, the quantum processors
we expect in the near-termwill have between 50 and 100 quantumbits. Even
if they exceed these numbers, they remain relatively small and noisy. These
computers can only execute short programs since the longer the program is
themore noise-related output errorswill occur.

Nevertheless, programs that run ondevices beyond 50 quantumbits become
extremely difficult to simulate on classical computers already. These devices
can do things infeasible for a classical computer.

And this is the era we’re about to enter. The era when we can build quan-
tum computers that, while not being fault-tolerant, can do things classical
computers can’t. The era is described by the term“Noisy Intermediate-Scale
Quantum” -NISQ.

Noisybecausewedon’thaveenoughqubits to spare forerrorcorrection. And
“Intermediate-Scale” because of the number of quantum bits is too small to
compute sophisticated quantumalgorithms, but large enough to showquan-
tum advantage or even supremacy.

The current era of NISQ-devices requires a different set of algorithms, tools,
and strategies.

For instance, Variational Quantum-Classical Algorithms have become a
popular way to think about quantum algorithms for near-term quantum de-
vices. In these algorithms, classical computers perform the overallmachine
learning task on information they acquire from running certain hard-to-
compute calculations on a quantum computer.

https://quantum-journal.org/papers/q-2018-08-06-79/
https://quantum-journal.org/papers/q-2018-08-06-79/
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The quantum algorithm produces information based on a set of parameters
provided by the classical algorithm. Therefore, they are called Parameter-
ized Quantum Circuits (PQCs). They are relatively small, short-lived, and
thus suited forNISQ-devices.

1.6 I learned Quantum Machine
Learning The Hard Way
I did not have the fortune to take a quantum computing class in college. Not
tospeakofaclass inquantummachine learning. Atthetime, itwouldn’thave
beenmuch funeither. In the early 2000s, quantumcomputingwas just about
to take the step from a pure theory to be evaluated in research labs. It was a
field for theoretical physicists andmathematicians.

At the time, I haven’t even heard about it. Unfortunately. When I headed
about quantum computing for the first time, I think it was around 2008, re-
searchers had successfully entangled qubits and were able to control them.
Of course, Star Trek-like transportation came tomindwhen I heard twopar-
ticles that were physically apart could share a state so that it was possible to
change the state of one particle by observing the other.

Yet, until around 2014, I did not pay much attention. I was too busy writ-
ingmydoctoral dissertation about assessing the effort caused by the require-
ments in a software development project. When I returned to normal life, I
was just right in time to experience the end of the second AI winter and the
adventofpracticalmachine learning. Whathadbeen theory thus farbecame
reality now.

When I got into machine learning, the field was already quite evolved. Li-
braries such as Scikit-Learn, laterKeras, TensorFlow, andPyTorchmade the
development of machine learning algorithms convenient. Even though my
favorite books were published sometime later, there were already a lot of
good books and learningmaterial available.

i Myfavorite books are: Hands-OnMachineLearningwith Scikit-
Learn and TensorFlow by Aurélien Géron released 2017 and
Deep Learningwith Python by Francois Chollet released 2018.

But the models we’re developing today become increasingly hard to train.
Open AI’s GPT-3 model that uses deep learning to produce human-like text
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would require 355 years on a single GPU and cost $4,600,000 to train. It is
hard tobelieve that theupcomingmilestones canbe reachedclassically. This
insight brought quantum computing back intomy focus. Quantum comput-
ing promises to reduce the computational complexity of certain algorithms
bymagnitudes. It promises to solve tasks in a few seconds classical comput-
ers would need thousands of years for. It promises to prevent us from the
next AI winter that would be caused by the inability to reach the next mile-
stones ofmachine learning.

Figure 1.10: The AI Winter

In 2018, I started to deep dive into quantummachine learning. Scientific pa-
pers anda few theoretical bookswere all I couldfind. And thesedidnot cover
quantummachine learning but quantum computing in general. I was happy
about every little piece.

After reading these quantum computing publications, I was left scratching
my head. Most of the papers are pretty heavy on math and assume you’re
familiar with a lot of physical jargon. I could not even find an appropriate
starting point or some guidance on how to structuremy learning efforts.

Frustrated with my failed attempts, I spent hours searching on Google. I
hunted for quantum tutorials, only to come up empty-handed.

I could clearly see the potential value of quantum computing for machine
learning. Yet, I couldn’t see how all these parts of quantum computing fit
together. Entry-level material was hard yo find. And practical guides were
simply not existent. I wanted to get started, but I had nothing to show for
my effort, except for a stack of quantum computing papers onmy desk that I
hardly understood.

Finally, I resorted to learning the theory first. I heard about Qiskit, the IBM
quantum SDK for Python. At the time, its documentation was rather poor,
especially if youwere not familiar with all the physical jargon and its under-
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lying theory. But it letme experiencewhat someof these things like superpo-
sition, entanglement, and interference practicemeant.

This practical knowledge enabled me to connect quantum computing with
the algorithms I knew frommachine learning. I found my way to quantum
machine learning success through myriads of trial-and-error experiments,
countless late nights, and a lot of endurance. I really believe that painstak-
inglyworkingeverythingout in small piecesmadean impact onhowIunder-
stand quantummachine learning. Though, I would recommend not taking
the same path.

My personal takeaways are:

• You don’t need to cram all the theory before you start applying it
• You don’t need towork through tons of equations
• You don’t need to be a mathematician to master quantum machine
learning
• You don’t need to be a physicist to understand quantummachine learn-
ing
• You’ll do great as a programmer, an engineer, a data scientist, or any
other profession.
• But quantummachine learning is taught thewrongway

When I started studying the quantum part of quantummachine learning, I
took a deep dive into the theory and into math. Because this is what most
quantum computing resources focus on.

Of course, it is desirable to have an understanding of the underlying math
and the theory. Butmore importantly, youneed to have anunderstanding of
what the concepts mean in practice. If you know what you can do and how
you need to do it, you don’t need to think about how it (physically) works all
the time.

Don’t get me wrong. In quantummachine learning, their and math are im-
portant. But if you don’t use the theoretical knowledge and apply it to solve
real-world tasks, then you’ll have a hard timefinding your space in the quan-
tummachine learningworld. Youneed tobecomeaquantummachine learn-
ing practitioner from the very beginning. In contrast to the days when I
started, today there are quite a few resources available. Butmost of them fall
into one of the following categories

• Theoretical paperswith lots of equationsprove somequantumspeedup
of an algorithm. Yet, they don’t show any code.
• Textbooks on quantum computing in general explain the concepts in
an understandable manner. But they are short on showing how to use
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them for a purpose.
• Blog posts show you an actual algorithm in code. But they don’t relate
the code to any underlying concept. You see it works. But you don’t
learn anything aboutwhy and how it works.

Bynomeansdo Iwant to say these resources arenotworth reading. Butnone
of these resources are useful to learn how to apply quantummachine learn-
ing. For someone just about to start with quantum machine learning, you
would need to invest a lot of time and effort for little to no practical return.

There is a fundamental disconnect between theory and practice. There’s a
gap I want to help to fill with Hands-On QuantumMachine Learning with
Python so you can learn in amore efficient - a betterway.

This is the book I wish I hadwhen I first started studying quantummachine
learning. Inside this book, you’ll find practical walkthroughs and hands-on
tutorials with lots of code. The book introduces new theory just in time you
need it to take the next step. You’ll learn a lot of theory. But you’re not left
alone with it. We directly apply our newly acquired knowledge to solve an
actual problem.

We will not only implement different quantum machine learning algo-
rithms, such as Quantum Naïve Bayes, Quantum Bayesian Network, Varia-
tional QuantumEigensolver, andQuantumApproximateOptimizationAlgo-
rithms. Butwe also use them to solve actual problems taken fromKaggle.

By the time youfinish this book, you’ll know these algorithms,what they do,
why you need them, how theywork, andmost importantly how to use them.

Hands-OnQuantumMachineLearningWithPython strives to be theperfect
balance between theory taught in a textbook and the actual hands-on knowl-
edge you’ll need to implement real-world solutions.

Thisbook isyourcomprehensiveguide toget startedwithQuantumMachine
Learning”–the use of quantum computing formachine learning tasks.

1.7 Quantum Machine Learning Is
Taught The Wrong Way
The literature onquantumcomputing is full of physical jargonand formulae.
Let’s take the Variational QuantumEigensolver (VQE) for instance.

VQE can help us to estimate the energy of the ground state of a
givenquantummechanical system. This is theupperboundof the
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lowest eigenvalue of a givenHamiltonian. It builds upon the vari-
ational principle that is described as: ⟨Ψλ |H|Ψλ ⟩>= E0

The first and natural reaction - if you don’t hold a degree in physics - is to put
the article away.

“Well, nice try. Maybe the whole topic is not for me”, you think. “Maybe,
quantum computing is beyondmy reach”.

Don’t give up that fast. Most of the stuff in quantum computing was dis-
covered by physicists and mathematicians. Of course, they build upon the
knowledge of their peers when they share insights and teach their students.
It is reasonable they use the terms they are familiarwith.

Youwouldn’t use the vocabulary of a bartender to explain programming and
machine learning either, would you? Butmaybe, we should.

It is reasonable to assume a certain kind of knowledgewhenwe talk orwrite
about something. But should we restrain students of other, nearby disci-
plines from learning the stuff? Why shouldn’t we support a computer scien-
tist or a software engineer in learning quantum computing?

I’ve got a clear opinion. I believe anyone sincerely interested in quantum
computing should be able to learn it. There should be resources out there
catering to theneeds of the student, not to the convenienceof the teacher. Of
course, this requires a teacher able to explain the complex stuff in allegedly
simple language.

If you can't explain it simply,
you don't understand it
well enough.

Figure 1.11: Albert Einstein

I wouldn’t dare to say I understood quantum computing well enough to ex-
plain it with the vocabulary bartenders use. But I’d give it a shot explaining
it to a computer scientist and a software engineer. I don’t see a reason to re-
strict this field to physicists, only.
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Ofcourse, it isdesirable tounderstand theunderlying theoryofquantumme-
chanics. Of course, it is desirable to be able to do themath. But,more impor-
tantly, you need to understand how to solve a certain problem.

In quantum computing, we use quantum superposition, entanglement, and
interference to solve tasks. These are astonishing and maybe counter-
intuitive phenomena. But no matter how weird they may appear, quantum
mechanical systems adhere to a certain set of physical laws. And these laws
make the systemsbehave in certainways. Howdeepdo youhave to know the
physical laws? Howmuch quantummath do you need?

I don’t believe anyone (includingme) really understandshowa classical com-
puter works. Yet, we all use them. We even program them! I learned how to
code a classical computer because my teachers explained it to me in a way I
was able to understand back then.

My high-school teacher explained the concepts of data types and algorithms
in an applied way. He taught me how they work and what they are good for.
Even though - ormaybebecause - wedidn’t go throughelectro-mechanical cir-
cuits and information theory, I was able to learn to program.

“Maybe quantumcomputing is different,” you say? “Maybe, the stuff in there
is too complex to learnwithout a degree in physics!”

The theoretical foundation of quantummachine learning may appear over-
whelmingatfirst sight. Beassured,whenput into theright context andwhen
explained conceptually, it is not harder than learning a new programming
language. And this is what’s inside Hands-On Quantum Machine Learning
With Python.

In my post “Quantum Programming - For Non-Mathematicians”, I showed
how to calculate the joint probability of two probabilities with Qiskit - the
quantum SDK of IBM. You don’t need to know all the theory to follow it. In
“Do You Struggle With The Quantum Superposition?”, I give a hands-on in-
troduction to quantum computing.

I truly believe developers, programmers, and students who have at least
some programming experience can become proficient in quantummachine
learning. Teaching QML the right way requires a different approach - a prac-
tical approach.

Rather thanworking through tons of theory, a good approachbuilds upprac-
tical intuition about the core concepts. I think it is best to acquire the exact
theoretical knowledgewe need to solve practical examples.

Step by step, we need to extend our knowledge and learn how to solve new
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problems. Of course,wewill need somemath. Of course,wewill need a little
physics. Butwe shouldnot expect the student tohold a degree in anyof these
two fields.

In a practical approach, we will write code. A lot of code, actually. Most ma-
chine learning and quantum computing libraries use Python. If you know
a little Python, great! If you don’t know Python but another language, such
as Java, Javascript, or PHP, you’ll be fine, too. It is more important to know
programming concepts (such as if then else-constructs and loops) than it is
to know the syntax. Once you have some experience in how things work,
learning a different syntax is a piece of cake. The same is true for quantum
computing. Once youknowhowtoworkwithqubits, it doesn’t reallymatter
whether you use Qiskit (the IBMSDK) or Cirq (the Google SDK).

Quantummachine learning relies onmath, statistics, physics, and computer
science. This a lot of theory. Covering it all upfront would be quite ex-
haustive and fill at least one book without any practical insight. However,
without at least some understanding of the underlying theoretical concepts,
code examples on their own do not provide many practical insights, either.
While libraries free you from tedious implementation details, the code, even
though short, does not explain the core concepts.

Anappropriatepractical approachprovides the theoryneeded tounderstand
the codewewrite to solve a problem. We should cover the theorywhen it ap-
plies and when we need the background to understand what we are doing.
We should embed the theory into solving a practical problem and thus, di-
rectly see it in action.

This is the approach we follow in the book Hands-on Quantum Machine
LearningWith Python.

Thisbook isyourcomprehensiveguide toget startedwithQuantumMachine
Learning”–the use of quantum computing formachine learning tasks.

Hands-OnQuantumMachineLearningWithPython strives to be theperfect
balance between theory taught in a textbook and the actual hands-on knowl-
edge you’ll need to implement real-world solutions. Inside this book, you
will learn the basics of quantum computing andmachine learning in a prac-
tical and appliedmanner. Andyouwill learn touse state-of-the-art quantum
machine learning algorithms. By the timeyoufinish this book, you’ll bewell
equipped to apply quantum machine learning to your projects. You will be
in thepoleposition tobecomea“QuantumMachineLearningEngineer”–the
job to become the sexiest job of the 2020s.
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1.8 Configuring Your Quantum
Machine Learning Workstation
Eventhoughthisbookisaboutquantummachine learning, Idon’texpectyou
to have a quantum computer at your disposal. Thus, wewill runmost of the
code examples in a simulated environment on your local machine. But we
will need to compile and install some dependencies first.

Wewill use the following software stack:

• Unix-based operating system (not required but recommended)
• Python, including pip
• Jupyter (not required but recommended)

1.8.1 Python
For all examples inside Hands-On Quantum Machine Learning With
Python, we use Python as our programming language. Python is easy to
learn. Its simple syntax allows you to concentrate on learning quantum
machine learning, rather than spending your time with the specificities of
the language.

Most importantly, machine learning tools, such as PyTorch and Tensorflow,
as well as quantum computing tools, such as Qiskit and Cirq, are available as
Python SDKs.

1.8.2 Jupyter
Jupyter notebooks are a great way to run quantummachine learning exper-
iments. They are a de facto standard in the machine-learning and quantum
computing communities.

A notebook is a file format (.ipynb). The Jupyter Notebook app lets you edit
yourfile in the browserwhile running the Python code in interactive Python
kernels. The kernel keeps the state in memory until it is terminated or
restarted. This state contains the variables defined during the evaluation of
code.

A notebook allows you to break up long experiments into smaller pieces you
can execute independently. You don’t need to rerun all the code every time
youmake a change. But you can interact with it.

https://jupyter.org
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1.8.3 Libraries and Packages
Wewill use the following libraries and packages:

• Scikit-learn
• PyTorch or Tensorflow
• Qiskit or Cirq

Scikit-learn is themostuseful library formachine learning inPython. It con-
tains a range of supervised and unsupervised learning algorithms. Scikit-
learn builds upon a range of other very useful libraries, such as:

• NumPy: Workwith n-dimensional arrays
• SciPy: Fundamental library for scientific computing
• Matplotlib: Comprehensive 2D/3D plotting
• IPython: Enhanced interactive console
• Sympy: Symbolicmathematics
• Pandas: Data structures and analysis

PyTorchandTensorfloware themajor librarieswhen it comes todeepneural
networks. Qiskit is IBM’s quantum computing SDK and Cirq is Google’s.

1.8.4 Virtual Environment
Like most programming languages, Python has its own package installer.
This is pip. It installs packages from the Python Package Index (PyPI) and
other indexes.

By default, it installs the packages in the same base directory that is shared
among all your Python projects. It makes an installed package available to
all your projects. This seems to be good because you don’t need to install the
same packages over and over again.

However, if any two of your projects require different versions of a package,
you’ll be in trouble. Because there is no differentiation between versions.
You would need to uninstall one version and install another whenever you
switchworking on either one of the projects.

This iswherevirtual environments come intoplay. Theirpurpose is to create
an isolated environment for each of your Python projects. It’s no surprise,
using Python virtual environments is the best practice.
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1.8.5 Configuring Ubuntu For Quantum
Machine Learning with Python
In this section, we go through the installation onUbuntu Linux. AnUbuntu
Linux environment is highly recommended when working with quantum
machine learning and Python because all the tools you need can be installed
and configured easily.

Other Linux distributions (such as Debian) or MacOS (that also builds upon
Unix) are also ok. But there are a fewmore aspects to consider.

All the code should work onWindows, too. However, the configuration of a
Windows working environment can be a challenge on its own. Fortunately,
there is a way out. So, if you have aWindows operating system, have a look
at the next section ?? before you continuewith the following instructions.

We accomplish all steps by using the Linux terminal. To start, open up your
command line and update the apt−get packagemanager.

$ sudo apt-get update
$ sudo apt-get upgrade
$ sudo apt-get install -y build-essential wget python3-dev \

libreadline-gplv2-dev libncursesw5-dev libssl-dev \
libsqlite3-dev tk-dev libgdbm-dev libc6-dev libbz2-dev \
libffi-dev

Thenext step downloads and installs Python 3.8.5 (the latest stable release at
the time ofwriting).

$ mkdir /tmp/Python38
$ cd /tmp/Python38
$ wget https://www.python.org/ftp/python/3.8.5/Python-3.8.5.tar.xz
$ tar xvf Python-3.8.5.tar.xz
$ cd /tmp/Python38/Python-3.8.5
$ ./configure
$ sudo make altinstall

If youwant to have this Python version as the default, run

$ sudo ln -s /usr/local/bin/python3.8 /usr/bin/python

Python is ready to work. Let’s now install and update the Python package
manager pip:

$ wget https://bootstrap.pypa.io/get-pip.py && python get-pip.py
$ pip install --upgrade pip
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Youmight restart yourmachine to recognize pip as a command.

As mentioned, we install all the Python packages in a virtual environment.
So, we need to install virtualenv:

$ sudo apt-get install python3-venv

To create a virtual environment, go to your project directory and run venv.
The following parameter (here env) specifies the name of your environment

$ python -m venv env

You’ll need to activate your environment before you can start installing or
using packages.

$ source env/bin/activate

When you’re done working on this project, you can leave your virtual envi-
ronment by running the command deactivate. If youwant to reenter, simply
call source env/bin/activate again.

We’re now ready to install the packageswe need.

Install Jupyter:

$ pip install jupyter notebook jupyterlab --upgrade

Install PyTorch:

$ pip install torch

Install TensorFlow

$ pip install tensorflow

Install Qiskit

$ pip install qiskit

If you don’t install Qiskit in the virtual environment, you should add the−−
user flag. Otherwise, the installationmight fail due tomissing permissions.

Install Cirq

$ pip install cirq

Install furtherdependencies requiredofQiskit andScikit-Learn. If youdon’t
use a virtual environment, use the−−user flag here, too.

$ pip install numpy scipy matplotlib ipython pandas sympy nose seaborn

https://jupyter.org/install
https://pytorch.org/get-started/locally/
https://www.tensorflow.org/install/pip
https://qiskit.org/documentation/install.html#install
https://cirq.readthedocs.io/en/stable/install.html
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Install Scikit-Learn,with the−−userflag if you’renotusingavirtual environ-
ment.

$ pip install scikit-learn

Install drawing libraries:

$ pip install pylatexenc ipywidgets

You’re now ready to start. Open up JupyterLabwith

$ jupyter lab

1.8.6 How To Setup JupyterLab For Quantum
Computing — On Windows
If you’re a Python developer, there’s no way around a Unix-based operating
system. Python is a language towrite software that’s usually supposed to run
at a server. Andmost servers run some kind of Linux.

Figure 1.12: Windows, Jupyter, Qiskit

Consequently, the default configuration in Python caters to the specificities
of a Unix-based system. While Pythonworks onWindows, too, it requires a
lotmore attention toget all the configurationdetails right. Starting fromthe
path separator that is not a slash but a backslash (\) to the different charset
(windows−1252), to different commands (e.g. del /s /q instead of rm), Windows
differs in quite a few aspects.

While Linux is great for developing, youmay preferWindows in other situa-
tions. Maybe you don’t even have a choice. Your working computer simply
runsWindows. Full stop.

Fortunately, there’s a solution - at least if you’re runningWindows 10. Win-
dows 10 containsWSL2, theWindows Subsystem for Linux. It lets you run a

https://scikit-learn.org/stable/install.html
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full Ubuntu Linux insideWindows. Windows 10must be updated to version
2004 and Intel’s virtualization technologymust be enabled in BIOS settings.

In the first step, we need to activate the Windows Subsystem for Linux op-
tional feature. Open PowerShell as Administrator and run the following
command:
dism.exe /online /enable−feature /featurename:Microsoft−Windows−

Subsystem−Linux /all /norestart

In the next step, we update the subsystem toWSL2. Download the latest ker-
nel update for your system from https://aka.ms/wsl2kernel and install theMSI
package.

Now, we enable the Virtual machine platform and set WSL2 as the default
version.
dism.exe /online /enable−feature /featurename:

VirtualMachinePlatform /all /norestart
wsl −−set−default−version 2

Finally, we can install a Linux distribution as if it was a normal program.
Open theMicrosoft store, search for “Ubuntu 20.04 LTS”, and install the pro-
gram. Once the installation finishes, you can start Ubuntu from your start
menu. On the first start, you need to create a new Unix user and specify a
password.

You can proceed with the installation of the libraries and packages as de-
scribed in the previous section 1.8.5.
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2.1 Predicting Survival On The Titanic
The sinking of theTitanic is one of themost infamous shipwrecks in history.

On April 15, 1912, the Titanic sank after colliding with an iceberg. Being con-
sidered unsinkable, there weren’t enough lifeboats for everyone on board.
1502 out of 2224 passengers and crewmembers died that night.

Of course, the 722 survivors must have had some luck. But it seems as if cer-
tain groups of people had better chances to survive than others.

Therefore, the sinkingof theTitanichas alsobecomea famous startingpoint
for anyone interested inmachine learning.

If you have some experience with machine learning, you’ll probably know
the legendary TitanicML competition provided byKaggle.

If youdon’tknowKaggleyet,Kaggle is among theworld’s largestdata science
communities. It offers many interesting datasets and therefore, it is a good
place to get started.

The problem to be solved is simple. Use machine learning to create a model
that, given the passenger data, predicts which passengers survived the Ti-
tanic shipwreck.
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2.2 Get the Dataset
In order to get the dataset, you’ll need to create a Kaggle account (it’s free)
and join the competition. Even thoughKaggle is all about competitions, you
don’t need to take part in them actively by uploading your solution.

Figure 2.1: The Titanic Shipwreck

When you join a competition, you need to accept and abide by the rules that
govern how many submissions you can make per day, the maximum team
size, and other competition-specific details.

You’ll find the competition data in the Data tab at the top of the competition
page. Then, scroll down to find the list of files.

There are three files in the data:

• train.csv
• test.csv
• gender_submission.csv

The file train.csv contains the data of a subset of the Titanic’s passengers.
This file is supposed to serve your algorithm as basis to learn whether a pas-
senger survived or not.

The file test.csv contains the data of another subset of passengers. It serves
to determine how good your algorithmperforms.

https://www.kaggle.com/c/titanic/data
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The gender_submission.csv file is an example that shows how you should struc-
ture your predictions if you plan to submit them to Kaggle. Since we’re here
to start learning and not yet be ready to compete, we’ll skip this file.

Download the files train.csv and test.csv.

2.3 Look at the data
The first thing we need to do is to load the data. We use Pandas for that. It is
renowned in themachine learning community for data processing. It offers
a variety of useful functions, such as a function to load .csv-files: read_csv.

Listing 2.1: Load the data from the csv‐files

1 import pandas as pd
2
3 train = pd.read_csv('./data/train.csv')
4 test = pd.read_csv('./data/test.csv')

We loaded our data into train and test. These are Pandas DataFrames.

A DataFrame keeps the data in a two-dimensional structure with labels. Such
as a database table or a spreadsheet. It provides a lot of useful attributes and
functions out of the box.

For instance, the DataFrame’s attribute shape provides a tuple of two integers
that denote the number of rows and the number of columns.

Let’s have a look:
Listing 2.2: The shapes of the Titanic datasets

1 print('train has {} rows and {} columns'.format(*train.shape))
2 print('test has {} rows and {} columns'.format(*test.shape))

train has 891 rows and 12 columns
test has 418 rows and 11 columns

We can see we have 891 training and 418 testing entries. More interestingly,
the train dataset has onemore column than the test dataset.
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The DataFrame’s info()method shows somemore detailed information. Have
a look at the train dataset.
Listing 2.3: The structure of the train dataset

1 train.info()

<class 'pandas.core.frame.DataFrame'>
RangeIndex: 891 entries, 0 to 890
Data columns (total 12 columns):
# Column Non-Null Count Dtype

--- ------ -------------- -----
0 PassengerId 891 non-null int64
1 Survived 891 non-null int64
2 Pclass 891 non-null int64
3 Name 891 non-null object
4 Sex 891 non-null object
5 Age 714 non-null float64
6 SibSp 891 non-null int64
7 Parch 891 non-null int64
8 Ticket 891 non-null object
9 Fare 891 non-null float64
10 Cabin 204 non-null object
11 Embarked 889 non-null object

dtypes: float64(2), int64(5), object(5)
memory usage: 83.7+ KB

The infomethod returns a list of the columns: their index, their names, how
many entries have actual values (are not null), and the type of values.

Let’s have a look at the test dataset, too.
Listing 2.4: The structure of the test dataset

1 test.info()
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<class 'pandas.core.frame.DataFrame'>
RangeIndex: 418 entries, 0 to 417
Data columns (total 11 columns):
# Column Non-Null Count Dtype

--- ------ -------------- -----
0 PassengerId 418 non-null int64
1 Pclass 418 non-null int64
2 Name 418 non-null object
3 Sex 418 non-null object
4 Age 332 non-null float64
5 SibSp 418 non-null int64
6 Parch 418 non-null int64
7 Ticket 418 non-null object
8 Fare 417 non-null float64
9 Cabin 91 non-null object
10 Embarked 418 non-null object

dtypes: float64(2), int64(4), object(5)
memory usage: 36.0+ KB

When comparing both info, we can see the test dataset misses the column
Survived that indicateswhether a passenger survived or died.

AsKaggle notes, theyuse the testdataset to evaluate the submissions. If they
provided the correct answer, it wouldn’t bemuch of a competition anymore,
would it? It is our task to predict the correct label.

Sincewe donot plan to submit our predictions toKaggle to get an evaluation
of how our algorithmperformed, the test dataset is quite useless for us.

So, we concentrate on the train dataset.

The infooutput is quite abstract. Wouldn’t it be good to see someactual data?
No problem. That’s what the head-method is for.

The headmethod shows the column heads and the first five rows. With this
impression, let’s go through the columns. You can read an explanation on
the Kaggle page, too.

Listing 2.5: Look at the data

1 train.head()
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PassengerId Survived Pclass Name Sex Age SibSp Parch Ticket Fare Cabin Embarked
0 1 0 3 Braund,Mr. OwenHarris male 22.0 1 0 A/5 21171 7.2500 NaN S
1 2 1 1 Cumings,Mrs. John Bradley (Florence Briggs Th... female 38.0 1 0 PC 17599 71.2833 C85 C
2 3 1 3 Heikkinen,Miss. Laina female 26.0 0 0 STON/O2. 3101282 7.9250 NaN S
3 4 1 1 Futrelle,Mrs. JacquesHeath (LilyMay Peel) female 35.0 1 0 113803 53.1000 C123 S
4 5 0 3 Allen,Mr. WilliamHenry male 35.0 0 0 373450 8.0500 NaN S

Each column represents one feature of our data. The PassengerId is a consec-
utive number identifying each row. Survived is the indicator on whether the
passenger survived (0 =No, 1 = Yes). Pclass is the ticket class (1 = 1st, 2 = 2nd, 3
= 3rd). Thenwe have self-explanatory Name, Sex, and Age.

SibSp denotes the number of this passenger’s siblings or spouses aboard the
Titanic. Parch denotes the number of this passenger’s parents or children
aboard the Titanic.

Then, there are the Fare the passenger paid, the Cabinnumber and the port of
embarkation (embarked) (C = Cherbourg, Q =Queenstown, S = Southampton).

2.4 Data Preparation and Cleaning
Our data has different types. There is numerical data, such as the Age, SibSp,
Parch, and the Fare. There is categorial data. Some of the categories are rep-
resented by numbers (Survived, Pclass). Some are represented by text (Sex and
Embarked). And there is textual data (Name, Ticket, and Cabin).

This is quite a mess. For a computer. Furthermore, when having another
lookat the result of train.info(), you can see that the counts vary fordifferent
columns. Whilewehave891values formostcolumns,weonlyhave714 forAge,
204 for Cabin, and 889 for Embarked.

Beforewe can feed our data into anymachine learning algorithm,weneed to
clean up.

2.4.1 Missing Values
Most machine learning algorithms don’t work well with missing values.
There are three options of howwe can fix this:

• Get rid of the corresponding rows (removing the passengers from con-
sideration)
• Get rid of the whole column (remove the whole feature for all passen-
gers)
• Fill themissingvalues (for examplewith zero, themean, or themedian)
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Listing 2.6: Cope with missing values

1 # option 1
2 # We only have two passengers without it. This is bearable
3 train = train.dropna(subset=["Embarked"])
4
5 # option 2
6 # We only have very few information about the cabin, let's drop it
7 train = train.drop("Cabin", axis=1)
8
9 # option 3

10 # The age misses quite a few times. But intuition
11 # says it might be important for someone's chance to survive.
12 mean = train["Age"].mean()
13 train["Age"] = train["Age"].fillna(mean)
14
15 train.info()

<class 'pandas.core.frame.DataFrame'>
Int64Index: 889 entries, 0 to 890
Data columns (total 11 columns):
# Column Non-Null Count Dtype

--- ------ -------------- -----
0 PassengerId 889 non-null int64
1 Survived 889 non-null int64
2 Pclass 889 non-null int64
3 Name 889 non-null object
4 Sex 889 non-null object
5 Age 889 non-null float64
6 SibSp 889 non-null int64
7 Parch 889 non-null int64
8 Ticket 889 non-null object
9 Fare 889 non-null float64
10 Embarked 889 non-null object

dtypes: float64(2), int64(5), object(4)
memory usage: 83.3+ KB

We can accomplish these things easily using DataFrame’s dropna(), drop(), and
fillna()methods. There isnoonebestoption ingeneral. Butyoushouldcare-
fully consider the specific context.

There are only two passengers whose port of embarkation we don’t know.
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These account for less than 1% of our data. If we completely disregard these
two passengers, we won’t see completely different results. Thus, we drop
these rows (line 3) with the dropna-method.

The dropna-method takes the column ("Embarked") as named parameter subset.
This parameter specifies the columns that determinewhether to remove the
row(passenger). If at leastonevalueof thesecolumns ismissing, therowgets
removed.

The situation is different with regard to the Cabin. We only have this infor-
mation for 204 out of 991 passengers. It is questionable if this is enough to
draw any information from. We don’t knowwhy these values miss. Even if
we foundthe Cabin tobehighly correlatedwith the survival of apassenger,we
wouldn’t knowwhether this correlation can be generalized to all passengers
or whether there is a selection bias meaning that the fact that we know the
Cabin depends on some other aspect.

We drop the whole column with the method drop. We provide the column
(Cabin) wewant to remove as positioned argument. The value 1weprovide as
named argument axis specifies thatwewant to remove thewhole column.

Next, we know the Age of 714 passengers. Removing all the passengers from
considerationwhose Agewedon’t knowdoesn’t seem to be an option because
theyaccount for about 22%ofourdata, quite a significantportion. Removing
the whole column doesn’t seem to be a good option either. First, we know
the Age of most of the passengers and intuition suggest that the Agemight be
important for someone’s chance to survive.

We fill the missing values with the fillnamethod (line 13). Since we want to
fill only the missing values in the Age column, we call this function on this
column and not the whole DataFrame. We provide as argument the value we
want to set. This is themean age of all passengers we calculated before (line
12).

Great. We nowhave 889 rows, 10 columns, and nomissing data anymore.

2.4.2 Identifiers
The goal of machine learning is to create an algorithm that is able to predict
data. Or, as we said before: to put a label on a thing. While we use already la-
beled datawhenbuilding our algorithm, the goal is to predict labelswedon’t
know yet.

Wedon’t tellouralgorithmhowitcandecidewhichlabel toselect. Rather,we
tell the algorithm, “here is the data, figure it out yourself”. That being said,
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a savvy algorithmmay be able to memorize all the data you provide it with.
This is referred to as overfitting. The result is an algorithm performingwell
on known data, but poorly on unknown data.

If ourgoalwas toonlypredict labelsweknowalready, thebest thingwecould
do is to memorize all passengers and whether they survived. But if we want
to create an algorithm that performswell even onunknowndata,weneed to
preventmemorization.

We have not even started building our algorithm. Yet, the bare features we
provideouralgorithmwithaffectwhether thealgorithmwill beable tomem-
orize data. Becausewe have potential identifiers in our data.

When lookingat thefirstfiveentriesof thedataset, threecolumnsappear sus-
picious: the PassengerId, the Name, and the Ticket.

The PassengerId is a subsequent number. There should be no connection be-
tween howbig the number is andwhether a passenger survived.

Neither should the name of a passenger or the number on a ticket be a deci-
sive factor for survival. Rather, these are data identifying single passengers.
Let’s validate this assumption.

Let’s have a look at howmany unique values are in these columns.

Listing 2.7: Unique values in columns

1 print('There are {} different (unique) PassengerIds in the data'.format(
train["PassengerId"].nunique()))

2 print('There are {} different (unique) names in the data'.format(train["
Name"].nunique()))

3 print('There are {} different (unique) ticket numbers in the data'.format
(train["Ticket"].nunique()))

There are 889 different (unique) PassengerIds in the data
There are 889 different (unique) names in the data
There are 680 different (unique) ticket numbers in the data

Nameand PassengerIdareperfect identifiers. Eachof the889 rows inourdataset
has a unique value.

And there are 680 different Ticket numbers. A possible explanation for the
Ticket not to be a perfect identifier may be family tickets. Yet, a prediction
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based on this data appears to support memorization rather than learning
transferable insights.

We remove these columns.
Listing 2.8: Remove identifying data

1 train = train.drop("PassengerId", axis=1)
2 train = train.drop("Name", axis=1)
3 train = train.drop("Ticket", axis=1)
4
5 train.info()

<class 'pandas.core.frame.DataFrame'>
Int64Index: 889 entries, 0 to 890
Data columns (total 8 columns):
# Column Non-Null Count Dtype

--- ------ -------------- -----
0 Survived 889 non-null int64
1 Pclass 889 non-null int64
2 Sex 889 non-null object
3 Age 889 non-null float64
4 SibSp 889 non-null int64
5 Parch 889 non-null int64
6 Fare 889 non-null float64
7 Embarked 889 non-null object

dtypes: float64(2), int64(4), object(2)
memory usage: 62.5+ KB

2.4.3 Handling Text and Categorical Attributes
Aswewill see throughout thisbook, all thealgorithms,bothclassicandquan-
tum algorithms, work with numbers. Nothing but numbers. If we want to
use textual data, we need to translate it into numbers.

Scikit-Learn provides a transformer for this task called LabelEncoder.
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Listing 2.9: Transforming textual data into numbers

1 from sklearn.preprocessing import LabelEncoder
2 le = LabelEncoder()
3
4 for col in ['Sex', 'Embarked']:
5 le.fit(train[col])
6 train[col] = le.transform(train[col])
7
8 train.head()

Survived Pclass Sex Age SibSp Parch Fare Embarked
0 0 3 1 22.0 1 0 7.2500 2
1 1 1 0 38.0 1 0 71.2833 0
2 1 3 0 26.0 0 0 7.9250 2
3 1 1 0 35.0 1 0 53.1000 2
4 0 3 1 35.0 0 0 8.0500 2

First,we import the LabelEncoder (line 1) and initialize an instance (line 2). We
loop through the columns with textual data (Sex and Embarked) (line 4). For
each column, we need to fit the encoder to the data in the column (line 5)
beforewe can transform the values (line 6).

Finally, let’s have another look at our DataFrame. You can see that both, Sex and
Embarked arenownumbers (int64). In our case, 0denotesmale and 1denotes fe-
male passengers. But when you run the transformation again youmay yield
different assignments.

2.4.4 Feature Scaling
Machine learning algorithms only workwith numbers. Moreover, they usu-
ally work with numbers with identical scales. If numbers have different
scales, the algorithm may consider those with higher scales to be more im-
portant.

Even though all our data is numerical, it is not yet uniformly scaled. The val-
ues of most of the columns range between 0 and 3. But Age and Fare have far
bigger scales.

The maxmethod returns themaximum value in a column. As we can see, the
oldest passengerwas 80 years old and the highest farewas about 512.
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Listing 2.10: The maximum values

1 print('The maximum age is {}'.format(train["Age"].max()))
2 print('The maximum fare is {}'.format(train["Fare"].max()))

The maximum age is 80.0
The maximum fare is 512.3292

A commonway to copewith data of different scales ismin-max-scaling (also
knownasnormalization). This process shifts and rescales values so that they
end up ranging from 0 to 1. It subtracts theminimum value from each value
and divides it by themaximumminus theminimumvalue.

Scikit−Learn provides the MinMaxScaler transformer to do this for us.

Listing 2.11: Normalization of the data.

1 from sklearn.preprocessing import MinMaxScaler
2
3 scaler = MinMaxScaler()
4 scaler.fit(train)
5 train = scaler.transform(train)
6
7 print('The minimum value is {} and the maximum value is {}'.format(train.

min(), train.max()))

The minimum value is 0.0 and the maximum value is 1.0

Again, we first import the transformer (line 1) and initialize it (line 3). Then,
we fit the transformer to our data (line 4) and transform it (line 5).

As a result, all the data in our dataset range between 0.0 and 1.0.

! The scaler returns a Numpy-array rather than a Pandas
DataFrame.
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2.4.5 Training and Testing
We already mentioned the goal of building an algorithm that does not only
performwell on data it already knows but one that also predicts the labels of
yet unknown data.

That’s why it is important to separate the data into a training and a testing
set. Weuse the training set tobuild our algorithm. Andweuse the testing set
to validate its performance.

Even thoughKaggleprovides a testing set,we skipped it fornot including the
Survived column. Wewould need to ask Kaggle every time wewanted to vali-
date it. Tokeep things simple andbe able to do the validationonour own,we
rather spare some rows from the Kaggle training set for testing.

Separating a test set is quite simple. Scikit-learnprovides a usefulmethod for
that, too. This is train_test_split.

Further, we need to separate the input data from the resulting label wewant
to predict.
Listing 2.12: Separating input from labels and training from testing sets

1 from sklearn.model_selection import train_test_split
2
3 input = train[:, 1:8]
4 labels = train[:, 0]
5
6 train_input, test_input, train_labels, test_labels = train_test_split(

input, labels, test_size = 0.2)
7
8 print('We have {} training and {} testing rows'.format(train_input.shape

[0], test_input.shape[0]))
9 print('There are {} input columns'.format(train_input.shape[1]))

We have 711 training and 178 testing rows
There are 7 input columns

We separate the input columns from the labels with Python array indices
(lines 3-4). The first column (position 0) contains the Survived flag we want
to predict. The other columns contain the datawe use as input.

train_test_split separates the training from the testing data set. The param-
eter test_size = 0.2 (= 20%) specifies the portion we want the testing set to
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have.

We can see our training data set consists of 711 entries. Accordingly, our test-
ing set consists of 178 entries. We have input 7 columns and a single column
output.

Let’s save our prepared data so that we can use it in the future without need-
ing to repeat all these steps.

Listing 2.13: Save the data to the filesystem

1 import numpy as np
2
3 with open('data/train.npy', 'wb') as f:
4 np.save(f, train_input)
5 np.save(f, train_labels)
6
7 with open('data/test.npy', 'wb') as f:
8 np.save(f, test_input)
9 np.save(f, test_labels)

2.5 Baseline
Now, we have our input data and the resulting labels. And we have it sepa-
rated into a training and a testing set. The only thing left is our algorithm.

Our algorithmshouldpredictwhether apassenger survived theTitanic ship-
wreck. This is a classification task since there are distinct outcome values.
Specifically, it is abinaryclassification taskbecause thereareexactly twopos-
sible predictions (survived or died).

Before we develop a quantummachine learning algorithm, let’s implement
the simplest algorithmwe can imagine. A classifier that guesses.

Listing 2.14: A random classifier

1 import random
2 random.seed(a=None, version=2)
3
4 def classify(passenger):
5 return random.randint(0, 1)

We import the randomnumber generator (line 1) and initialize it (line 2).
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Our classifier is a function that takes passenger data as input and returns ei-
ther 0 or 1 as output. Similar to our data, 0 indicates the passenger died and 1
the passenger survived.

In order to use the classifier, wewrite a Python function that runs our classi-
fier for each item in the training set.

Listing 2.15: The classification runner

1 def run(f_classify, x):
2 return list(map(f_classify, x))

This function takes the classifier-function as the first argument (we can re-
place the classifier later) and the input data (as x) as the second parameter
(line 1).

It uses Python’s map function to call the classifier with each item in x and re-
turn an array of the results.

Let’s run it.
Listing 2.16: Run the classifier

1 result = run(classify, train_input)

[0, 1, 0, ... 0, 1, 1]

When we run the classifier with our train_input we receive a list of predic-
tions.

Since our goal is to predict the actual result correctly, we need to evaluate
whether the predictionmatches the actual result.

Let’s have a look at the accuracy of our predictions.
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Listing 2.17: Evaluate the classifier

1 def evaluate(predictions, actual):
2 correct = list(filter(
3 lambda item: item[0] == item[1],
4 list(zip(predictions,actual))
5 ))
6 return '{} correct predictions out of {}. Accuracy {:.0f} %' \
7 .format(len(correct), len(actual), 100*len(correct)/len(actual))
8
9 print(evaluate(run(classify, train_input), train_labels))

378 correct predictions out of 711. Accuracy 53 %

Wedefineanother function evaluate. It takes thepredictionsofouralgorithm
and the actual results as parameters (line 1).

The term list(zip(predictions,actual)) (line4) createsa listof 2-itemlists. The
2-item lists are pairs of a prediction and the corresponding actual result.

We filter these items from the list where the prediction matches the actual
result (lambda item: item[0] == item[1]) (line 3). These are the correct predic-
tions. The length of the list of correct predictions divided by the total num-
ber of passengers is our Accuracy.

Great! We are already correct in half of the cases (more or less). This is not a
surprisewhen guessing one out of two possible labels.

Butmaybe we can do even better? I meanwithout any effort. We know that
more people died than survived. What if we always predicted the death of a
passenger?

Listing 2.18: Always predict a passenger died

1 def predict_death(item):
2 return 0
3
4 print(evaluate(run(predict_death, train_input), train_labels))

442 correct predictions out of 711. Accuracy 62 %
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We’re up to an accuracy of 61% of our predictions. Not too bad, is it? This
value, that is the ratio between the two possible actual values is the preva-
lence.

Let’s consider a different task for a moment. Let’s say you’re a doctor and
your task is to predictwhether a patient has cancer. Only 1% of your patients
actually have cancer. If you predicted no-cancer all the time, your accuracy
would be astonishing 99%! But you would falsely diagnose the patients that
actually have cancer. And for the resulting lack of treatment, they’re going
to die.

Maybe theaccuracyof thepredictionsalone isnotagoodmeasure toevaluate
the performance of our algorithm.

2.6 Classifier Evaluation and Measures
As we mentioned in section 1.4.3, the evaluation is one main part of every
machine learning algorithm. It may seem trivial at first sight. Yet, deciding
on the right measure is a very important step. When you optimize your al-
gorithm towards better performance, you will inevitably optimize towards
better scores in your evaluation function.

Wewillget toknowmoresophisticatedevaluationfunctions inthisbook. But
right now, we keep it simple. A better way to evaluate the performance of a
classifier is to look at the confusionmatrix.

The general idea is to compare the predictions with the actual values. In bi-
nary classification, there are two possible actual values: true or false. And
there are two possible predictions: true or false.

There are four possibilities:

• TrueNegatives (TN): a passengerwho diedwas correctly predicted
• FalsePositives (FP): a passengerwhodiedwaswronglypredicted to sur-
vive
• FalseNegatives (FN): a passengerwho survivedwaswrongly predicted
to die
• TruePositive (TP): a passengerwho survivedwas correctly predicted

Let’s have a look at the confusionmatrix of the predict death classifier.
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Figure 2.2: Confusion matrix

Listing 2.19: Confustion matrix of the predict death classifier

1 from sklearn.metrics import confusion_matrix
2
3 predictions = run(predict_death, train_input)
4 confusion_matrix(train_labels, predictions)

array([[442, 0],
[269, 0]])

Scikit-Learn provides the confusion_matrixmethod that we import (line 1). It
takes the actual values as first and the predictions as the second parameter
(line 3).

It returns a two-dimensional array. In the first row, it shows the true nega-
tives (TN) and the false positives (FP). In the second row, it shows the false
negatives (FN) and the true positives (TP).
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We can define the accuracywemeasured thus far as:

Accuracy =
∑TruePositives+∑TrueNegatives

TotalPopulation
(2.1)

It does not care whether there is a systematic error, such as the algorithm’s
inability tocorrectlypredictapassengerwhosurvived (truepositives)as long
as it performs well at correctly predicting passengers who die (true nega-
tives).

The confusion matrix offers us more detailed measures of our classifier per-
formance. These are:

• precision
• recall
• specificity
• negative predictive value (NPV)

The precision is the “accuracy of the positive predictions”. It only looks at
the positive predictions, these are predictions that the passenger survived.

Precision =
∑TruePositives

∑AllPredictedPositives
(2.2)

Let’s have a look at the code:
Listing 2.20: The precision score

1 from sklearn.metrics import precision_score
2 print('The precision score of the predict_death classifier is {}'.format(

precision_score(train_labels, predictions)))

The precision score of the predict_death classifier is 0.0

Scikit-Learn provides a function to calculate the precision_score. It takes the
list of actual values and the list of predicted values as input.

Sincewedidnothaveasinglepositiveprediction,ourprecisionisnotdefined.
Scikit-Learn interprets this as a score of 0.0.

The recall is the “accuracy of the actual positives”. It only looks at the actual
positives.

Recall =
∑TruePositives

∑AllActualPositives
(2.3)
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In Python, it is:

Listing 2.21: The recall score

1 from sklearn.metrics import recall_score
2 print('The recall score of the predict_death classifier is {}'.format(

recall_score(train_labels, predictions)))

The recall score of the predict_death classifier is 0.0

This time, even though recall is defined (the number of actual positives is
greater than 0), the score is 0.0 again, because our classifier did not predict
a single survival correctly. Not a surprisewhen it always predicts death.

Thespecificity is the“accuracyof theactualnegatives”. Itonly looksatactual
negatives (deaths).

Speci f icity =
∑TrueNegatives

∑AllActualNegatives
(2.4)

And the ‘negativepredictivevalue’ (NPV) is the “accuracyof thenegativepre-
dictions”.

NegativePredictiveValue(NPV ) =
∑TrueNegatives

∑AllPredictedNegatives
(2.5)

These two functions are not provided out of the box. But with the values we
get from the confusionmatrix, we can calculate them easily:
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Listing 2.22: The specificity and the npv

1 def specificity(matrix):
2 return matrix[0][0]/(matrix[0][0]+matrix[0][1]) if (matrix[0][0]+matrix

[0][1] > 0) else 0
3
4 def npv(matrix):
5 return matrix[0][0]/(matrix[0][0]+matrix[1][0]) if (matrix[0][0]+matrix

[1][0] > 0) else 0
6
7 cm = confusion_matrix(train_labels, predictions)
8
9 print('The specificity score of the predict_death classifier is {:.2f}'.

format(specificity(cm)))
10 print('The npv score of the predict_death classifier is {:.2f}'.format(

npv(cm)))

The specificity score of the predict_death classifier is 1.00
The npv score of the predict_death classifier is 0.62

The function specificity takes the confusionmatrix as a parameter (line 1). It
divides the true negatives (matrix[0][0]) by the sum of the true negatives and
the false positives (matrix[0][1]) (line 2).

The function npv takes the confusion matrix as a parameter (line 4) and di-
vides the true negatives by the sum of the true negatives and the false nega-
tives (matrix[1][0]).

These fourscoresprovideamoredetailedviewof theperformanceofourclas-
sifiers.

Let’s calculate these scores for our random classifier aswell:
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Listing 2.23: The scores of the random classifier

1 random_predictions = run(classify, train_input)
2 random_cm = confusion_matrix(train_labels, random_predictions)
3
4 print('The precision score of the random classifier is {:.2f}'.format(

precision_score(train_labels, random_predictions)))
5 print('The recall score of the random classifier is {:.2f}'.format(

recall_score(train_labels, random_predictions)))
6 print('The specificity score of the random classifier is {:.2f}'.format(

specificity(random_cm)))
7 print('The npv score of the random classifier is {:.2f}'.format(npv(

random_cm)))

The precision score of the random classifier is 0.34
The recall score of the random classifier is 0.45
The specificity score of the random classifier is 0.47
The npv score of the random classifier is 0.59

While the predict death classifier exhibits a completeabsenceofprecisionand
recall, it has perfect specificity and reaches an NPV score that matches the
percentage of negatives in our test dataset (the prevalence).

The random classifier yields more balanced scores. You’ll get a little bit dif-
ferent scores every time you run the classifier. But the values seem to stay in
certain ranges. While the precision of this classifier is usually below 0.4 the
npv is above 0.6.

Theconfusionmatrixandrelatedmeasuresgiveyoua lotof information. But
sometimes, you need amore concisemetric. In fact, the evaluation function
in a machine learning algorithm must return a single measure it can opti-
mize.

And this single measure should unmask a classifier that does not really add
any value.

2.7 Unmask the Hypocrite Classifier
Even though the predict death classifier does not add any insight, it outper-
forms the random classifier with regard to overall accuracy. It exploits the
prevalence, the ratio between the two possible values, not being 0.5.
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The confusion matrix reveals more details on certain areas. It shows the
predict death classifier lacks any recall, the accuracy of predicting actual pos-
itives. This is no surprise, since it always predicts death.

But having a whole set of metrics makes it difficult tomeasure real progress.
How do we recognize that one classifier is better than another? How do we
even identify a classifier that adds no value at all? Howdowe identify such a
hypocrite classifier?

Let’s write a generalized hypocrite classifier and see howwe can unmask it.

Listing 2.24: A hypocrite classifier

1 def hypocrite(passenger, weight):
2 return round(min(1,max(0,weight*0.5+random.uniform(0, 1))))

The hypocrite classifier takes the passenger data and a weight. The weight is a
numberbetween−1and1. Itdenotes theclassifier’s tendencytopredictdeath
(negative values) or survival (positive values).

The formula weight*0.5+random.uniform(0, 1) generates numbers between−0.5
and 1.5. The minand max functionsensure theresult tobebetween 0and 1. The
round function returns either 0 (death) or 1 (survival).

Depending on the weight, the chances to return the one or the other predic-
tion differs.

If weight is −1, it returns −1*0.5+random.uniform(0, 1), a number between −0.5
and 0.5. A number almost always rounding to 0 (predicted death).

If weight is 0, the formula returns −1*0+random.uniform(0, 1). This is our ran-
dom classifier.

If weight is 1, it returns 1*0.5+random.uniform(0, 1), a number that is always
greater than 0.5 and thus, rounding to 1(predicted survival).

We can choose the tendency from −1 to 1. −1 always predicts death, 0 is com-
pletely random, 1 always predicts survival.

Let’s have a look at how the predictions vary. We pass the weight as a hyper-
parameter. Try different values, if you like.
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Listing 2.25: The scores of the hypocrite classifier

1 w_predictions = run(lambda passenger: hypocrite(passenger, −0.5),
train_input)

2 w_cm = confusion_matrix(train_labels, w_predictions)
3
4 print('The precision score of the hypocrite classifier is {:.2f}'.format(

precision_score(train_labels, w_predictions)))
5 print('The recall score of the hypocrite classifier is {:.2f}'.format(

recall_score(train_labels, w_predictions)))
6 print('The specificity score of the hypocrite classifier is {:.2f}'.

format(specificity(w_cm)))
7 print('The npv score of the hypocrite classifier is {:.2f}'.format(npv(

w_cm)))

The precision score of the hypocrite classifier is 0.35
The recall score of the hypocrite classifier is 0.25
The specificity score of the hypocrite classifier is 0.73
The npv score of the hypocrite classifier is 0.61

If you run the hypocrite classifier a few times, youmay get a feeling for its per-
formance. But let’s create a visualization of it.

The following code runs the hypocrite classifier for different values of weight.
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Listing 2.26: Run the hypocrite classifiers

1 import numpy as np
2
3 # number of steps to consider between −1 and 1
4 cnt_steps = 40
5
6 # a list of the step numbers [0, 1, ..., 38, 39]
7 steps = np.arange(0, cnt_steps, 1).tolist()
8
9 # list of the weights at every step [−1, −0.95, ... 0.9, 0.95, 1.0]

10 weights = list(map(
11 lambda weight: round(weight, 2),
12 np.arange(−1, 1+2/(cnt_steps−1), 2/(cnt_steps−1)).tolist()
13 ))
14
15 # list of predictions at every step
16 l_predictions = list(map(
17 lambda step: run(
18 lambda passenger: hypocrite(passenger, weights[step]),
19 train_input
20 ),
21 steps
22 ))
23
24 # list of confusion matrices at every steo
25 l_cm = list(map(
26 lambda step: confusion_matrix(train_labels, l_predictions[step]),
27 steps
28 ))

The range of allowed weights is between−1 and 1. Wedivide this range into 40
(cnt_steps) steps (line 4). We create lists of the indices (steps=[0, 1, ..., 38,
39], line 7) andof the weights at every step (weights=[−1, −0.95, ... 0.9, 0.95,
1.0], lines 10-13). We run the hypocrite classifier for every step (lines 17-19) and
put the results into l_predictions (line 16). Based on the predictions and the
actual results, we calculate the confustionmatrix for every step (line 26) and
store them in l_cm (line 25).

The next piece of code takes care of rendering the two graphs.

The green graph depicts the number of predicted survivals at a step. The red
graph depicts the number of predicted deaths.
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Listing 2.27: Plot the distribution of predictions

1 import matplotlib.pyplot as plt
2 import matplotlib
3
4 # create a graph for the number of predicted deaths
5 deaths, = plt.plot(
6 weights, # point at x−axis
7 list(map(lambda cur: l_cm[cur][0][0]+l_cm[cur][1][0], steps)),
8 'lightsalmon', # color of the graph
9 label='Predicted death'

10 )
11
12 # create a graph for the number of predicted survivals
13 survivals, = plt.plot(
14 weights, # point at x−axis
15 list(map(lambda cur: l_cm[cur][0][1]+l_cm[cur][1][1], steps)),
16 'lightgreen', # color of the graph
17 label='Predicted survival'
18 )
19
20 plt.legend(handles=[deaths, survivals],loc='upper center',
21 bbox_to_anchor=(0.5, −0.15), framealpha=0.0, ncol=2)
22 plt.xlabel("Weight")
23 plt.ylabel("Number of predictions")
24 plt.show()

Figure 2.3: Distribution of predictions based on the weight
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Wecan see that the hypocrite classifier generates the expected tendency in its
predictions. At weight=−1, it always predicts death, at weight=0 it is 50:50, and
at weight=1 it always predicts survival.

Let’s seehow thedifferent hypocrite classifiers performat the fourmetrics de-
pending on the weight.

Listing 2.28

1 l_precision = list(map(lambda step: precision_score(train_labels,
l_predictions[step]),steps))

2 l_recall = list(map(lambda step: recall_score(train_labels, l_predictions
[step]),steps))

3 l_specificity = list(map(lambda step: specificity(l_cm[step]),steps))
4 l_npv = list(map(lambda step: npv(l_cm[step]),steps))

In these four lines, we calculate the fourmetrics at each step. Let’s visualize
them.
Listing 2.29: Plot the performance measures

1 m_precision, = plt.plot(weights, l_precision, 'pink', label="precision")
2 m_recall, = plt.plot(weights, l_recall, 'cyan', label="recall")
3 m_specificity, = plt.plot(weights, l_specificity, 'gold', label="

specificity")
4 m_npv, = plt.plot(weights, l_npv, 'coral', label="npv")
5
6 plt.legend(
7 handles=[m_precision, m_recall, m_specificity, m_npv],
8 loc='upper center',
9 bbox_to_anchor=(0.5, −0.15),

10 framealpha=0.0,
11 ncol=4)
12
13 plt.xlabel("Weight")
14 plt.ylabel("Number of predictions")
15 plt.show()
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Figure 2.4: Performance measures of the hypocrite classifier

These graphs show some interesting characteristics. specificity and recall
are directly related to the classifier’s tendency either towards predicting
death (higher specificity) or towards predicting survival (higher recall).

Except for the edge cases where all predictions are death or all are survival,
the values for precision and npv seem to be horizontal lines. In fact, precision
relates to theprevalanceof39%survivals inourdataand npv to theprevalance
of 61% deaths.
Listing 2.30: Calculating the mean of the measures

1 l_mean = list(map(lambda step: sum(step)*0.25, zip(l_precision, l_recall,
l_specificity, l_npv)))

2 m_mean, = plt.plot(weights, l_mean, 'pink', label="Mean of the measures")
3
4 plt.legend(handles=[m_mean],loc='upper center',
5 bbox_to_anchor=(0.5, −0.15),framealpha=0.0)
6 plt.ylim(0, 1)
7 plt.show()
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Figure 2.5: The mean of the measures discloses the absence of
any information gain

When looking at themean of all fourmeasures,we see an almost flat line. Its
drops at the edges are due to precision and npv being 0 there because there are
nopredictedsurvivals (leftedge) respectivelynopredicteddeaths (rightedge)
to calculate somemeasures.

This line indicates the overall level of information provided by all hypocrite
classifiers is equal. And the level is about 0.5. That is the baseline for a binary
classifier for there are only two possible outcomes.

Eventhoughspecific typesof hypocriteclassifiersareable to trickasinglemea-
sure (like accuracy, recall, precision, or npv) byexploiting theprevalence,when
looking at all complementarymeasures at once,we canunmask the hypocrite
classifier.

However, thisdoesnot imply that themeanof thesemeasures is thebestmea-
sure to evaluate the performance of your classifier with. Depending on your
task at hand, you may, for instance, favor precision over recall. Rather, the
implication is that you should look at the overall level of information pro-
vided by the classifier, too. You should not let yourself be dazzled by the clas-
sifier’s performance at a singlemeasure.

Finally, let’s createaresuable functionthatcalculates themeasures forusand
displays the results.
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Listing 2.31: A reusable function to unmask the hypocrite classifier

1 def classifier_report(name, run, classify, input, labels):
2 cr_predictions = run(classify, input)
3 cr_cm = confusion_matrix(labels, cr_predictions)
4
5 cr_precision = precision_score(labels, cr_predictions)
6 cr_recall = recall_score(labels, cr_predictions)
7 cr_specificity = specificity(cr_cm)
8 cr_npv = npv(cr_cm)
9 cr_level = 0.25*(cr_precision + cr_recall + cr_specificity + cr_npv)

10
11 print('The precision score of the {} classifier is {:.2f}'.format(name,

cr_precision))
12 print('The recall score of the {} classifier is {:.2f}'.format(name,

cr_recall))
13 print('The specificity score of the {} classifier is {:.2f}'.format(

name, cr_specificity))
14 print('The npv score of the {} classifier is {:.2f}'.format(name,

cr_npv))
15 print('The information level is: {:.2f}'.format(cr_level))

Let’s use this function to get a report of our random classifier.
Listing 2.32: The report of the random classifier

1 classifier_report(
2 "Random PQC",
3 run,
4 classify,
5 train_input,
6 train_labels)

The precision score of the Random PQC classifier is 0.36
The recall score of the Random PQC classifier is 0.47
The specificity score of the Random PQC classifier is 0.48
The npv score of the Random PQC classifier is 0.60
The information level is: 0.48

Listing 2.33



3. The Qubit and the Quantum States

In this chapter, we start with the very basics of quantum computing. The
quantumbit. Andwewillwrite ourfirst quantumcircuit. A quantumcircuit
is a sequence of quantum bit transformations. The quantum program. Let’s
start with the basics.

3.1 Exploring the Quantum States
Theworld of quantummechanics is…different. A quantumsystemcanbe in
a state of superposition. Apopularnotionof superposition is that the system
is in different states concurrently unless youmeasure it.

For instance, the spin of a particle is not up or down but it is up and down at
the same time. Butwhen you look at it, you find it either up or down.

Or, let’s say you flip a quantum coin. In the air, it has both values heads and
tails. If and only if you catch it and look at it, it decides for a value. Once
landed, it is a normal coinwith heads up or tails up.

Anothernotionof superposition is that the systemis truly randomand there-
fore distinguishes from the systems we know. Tossing a (normal) coin, for
instance, seems random, because whenever you do it, the conditions are
slightly different. And even tiny differences can change the outcome from
heads to tails. The coin is sensitive dependent to initial conditions.

Ifwewere able tomeasure all conditions precisely,we could tell the outcome.
In classicmechanics, there is no randomness. Things in our everydayworld,
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such as the coin, seem random. But they are not. If measured with infinite
precision, randomness would disappear. By contrast, a quantum system is
truly random.

Maybe youwonder: Ok, it’s random. Where’s the big deal?

The big thing is the consequences. In a classic system, a system sensitive de-
pendent to initial conditions, the answer to a question is already determined
beforewe ask it.

Rather than watching the baseball match tonight, you spend the evening
with your friends. When you return home, even though you don’t know the
results, thematch is over and there is a definite result. There could be differ-
ent results, but you simply don’t know the result until you look at it.

Contrarily, in a quantum system, the answer to a question is not determined
up until the time you ask it. And since it is not determined yet, you still can
change the probabilities ofmeasuring distinct states.

If you have doubts, good! Not even Einstein liked this notion. It led him to
his famous statement of God does not play dice.

God does not
play dice.

Figure 3.1: Albert Einstein

Many physicists, including Einstein, proposed the quantum state, though
hidden, to be a well-defined state. This is known as the hidden variable the-
ory.

There are statistically distinct behaviors between a system following thehid-
den variable theory and a quantum system following the superposition prin-
ciple. And experiments showed that the quantum mechanical predictions
were correct.

For now, let’s accept the quantum state is something different. Later in this
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book,wewill have a closer look at it. And its consequences. But this requires
a littlemore theory andmath.

We turn to the quantum computer. Let’s say you have a quantumbit. We call
it qubit. Unless you observe its value, it is in a superposition state of 0 and 1.
Once you observe its value, you’ll get 0 or 1.

The chances of a qubit to result in either one value don’t need to be 50:50. It
can be 25:75, 67:33, or even 100:0. It can be anyweighted probability distribu-
tion.

The probability distribution a qubit has when observed depends on its state.
The quantum state.

In quantummechanics,we use vectors to describe the quantum state. A pop-
ularway of representing quantum state vectors is theDirac notation’s “ket”-
construct that looks like |ψ⟩. In Python, we don’t have vectors. But we have
arrays. Luckily, their structures are similar.

Let’s have a look. We start with the simplest case. Let’s say, we have a qubit
that, when observed, always has the value 0. If you argued this qubit must
have thevalue 0evenbefore it isobserved, youwouldn’tbecompletelywrong.
Yet, you’dbe imprecise. Before it is observed, this qubit has theprobability of
1 (= 100%) to have the value 0when observed.

These are the equivalent representations (ket, vector, array) of a qubit that
always results in 0when observed:

|0⟩=
[

1
0

]
and in Python [1, 0].

Accordingly, the following representations depict a qubit that always results
in 1when observed:

|1⟩=
[

0
1

]
and in Python [0, 1].

Ok, enough with the theory for now. Let’s have a look at the code of such a
qubit.

If youhaven’t configured yourworkstation yet, have a look at the brief expla-
nation of how to set up theworking environment (section 1.8).

Now, open the Jupyter notebook and test whetherQiskitworks.
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Listing 3.1

1 import qiskit
2 qiskit.__qiskit_version__

{'qiskit-terra': '0.16.4',
'qiskit-aer': '0.7.4',
'qiskit-ignis': '0.5.2',
'qiskit-ibmq-provider': '0.11.1',
'qiskit-aqua': '0.8.2',
'qiskit': '0.23.5'}

If you get a response like this, Qiskitworks. Great! We’re ready to create our
first qubit.

Listing 3.2: The first qubit

1 from qiskit import QuantumCircuit
2
3 # Create a quantum circuit with one qubit
4 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
5
6 # Define initial_state as |1>
7 initial_state = [0,1]
8
9 # Apply initialization operation to the qubit at position 0

10 qc.initialize(initial_state, 0)

The fundamental unit ofQiskit is the quantumcircuit. Aquantumcircuit is a
model for quantum computation. The program, if youwill. Our circuit con-
sists of a single one qubit (line 4).

We define [0,1] as the initial_state of our qubit (line 7) and initialize the first
and only qubit (at position 0 of the array) of our quantum circuit with it (line
10).

Remember [0,1]? This is the equivalent to |1⟩ =
[

0
1

]
. And in plain English, it

is a qubit resulting in the value 1when observed.

This is it. It’s now time to boot our quantum computer. In case you don’t
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have one, noproblem. Wecan simulate it. (In case youhave one: “Cool, letme
know”).

Listing 3.3: Prepare the simulation backend

1 from qiskit import execute, Aer
2
3 # Tell Qiskit how to simulate our circuit
4 backend = Aer.get_backend('statevector_simulator')
5
6 # Do the simulation, returning the result
7 result = execute(qc,backend).result()

Qiskitprovides the Aerpackage (thatwe import at line 1). It provides different
backends for simulatingquantumcircuits. Themost commonbackend is the
statevector_simulator (line 4).

The execute-function (that we import at line 1, too) runs our quantum circuit
(qc) at the specified backend. It returns a job-object that has a useful method
job.result(). This returns the result object once our program completes it.

Let’s have a look at our qubit in action.

Qiskit uses Matplotlib to provide useful visualizations. A simple histogram
will do. The result object provides the get_counts method to obtain the his-
togramdata of an executed circuit (line 5).

Themethod plot_histogram returns aMatplotlib figure that Jupyter draws au-
tomatically (line 8).

We seewe have a 100% chance of observing the value 1.

Listing 3.4: The measured qubit

1 from qiskit.visualization import plot_histogram
2 import matplotlib.pyplot as plt
3
4 # get the probability distribution
5 counts = result.get_counts()
6
7 # Show the histogram
8 plot_histogram(counts)
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Figure 3.2: The qubit state

Now, let’smove on to amore advanced case. Say, wewant our qubit to result
in either 0 or 1with the same probability (50:50).

In quantummechanics, there is the fundamental principle superposition. It
says any two (ormore) quantum states can be added together (“superposed”)
and the result will be another valid quantum state.

Wait! We already know two quantum states, |0⟩ and |1⟩. Why don’t we add
them? |0⟩ and |1⟩ are vectors. Adding two vectors is straight forward.

Avector is ageometricobject thathasamagnitude (or length) andadirection.
Usually, they are represented by straight arrows, starting at one point on a
coordinate axis and ending at a different point.

You can add two vectors by placing one vector with its tail at the other vec-
tor’s head. The straight line between the yet unconnected tail and the yet
unconnected tail is the sumof both vectors. Have a look at the figure 3.3.

Mathematically, it is as easy.

Let u⃗ =

[
u1
u2

]
and v⃗ =

[
v1
v2

]
be two vectors.

The sumof u⃗ and v⃗ is:

u⃗+ v⃗ =
[

u1 + v1
u2 + v2

]
(3.1)
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u⃗

v⃗u⃗+ v⃗

Figure 3.3: Adding two vectors

Accordingly, our superposed state should beψ∗:

|ψ⟩= |0⟩+ |1⟩︸ ︷︷ ︸
superposition

=

[
1+0
0+1

]
=

[
1
1

]
(3.2)

∗ψ (“psi”) is a common symbol used for the state of a quantum system.

Wehave a computer in our hands. Why don’t we try it?

Listing 3.5: First attempt to superpose two states

1 # Define state |psi>
2 initial_state = [1, 1]
3
4 # Redefine the quantum circuit
5 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
6
7 # Initialise the 0th qubit in the state `initial_state`
8 qc.initialize(initial_state, 0)
9

10 # execute the qc
11 results = execute(qc,backend).result().get_counts()
12
13 # plot the results
14 plot_histogram(results)

QiskitError: 'Sum of amplitudes-squared does not equal one.'

It didn’t quite work. It tells us: QiskitError: 'Sum of amplitudes−squared does
not equal one.'.
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The amplitudes are the values in our array. They are proportional to proba-
bilities. And all the probabilities should add up to exactly 1 (100%). We need
to addweights to the quantum states |0⟩ and |1⟩. Let’s call them α and β .

Weweight |0⟩with α and |1⟩with β . Like this:

|ψ⟩= α|0⟩+β |1⟩=
[

1 ·α +0 ·β
0 ·α +1 ·β

]
=

[
α
β

]
Amplitudes are proportional to probabilities. We need to normalize them so
that:

α2 +β 2 = 1 (3.3)

If both states |0⟩ and |1⟩ should have the sameweight, then

α = β

And therefore, we can solve our equation to α:

α2 +α2 = 1 ⇔ 2 ·α2 = 1 ⇔ α2 =
1
2
⇔ α =

1√
2

Andwe insert the value for both α and β (both are equal). Let’s try this quan-
tum state:

|ψ⟩= 1√
2
|0⟩+ 1√

2
|1⟩=

[
1√
2

1√
2

]
The corresponding array in Python is: [1/sqrt(2), 1/sqrt(2)]. Don’t forget to
import sqrt.



72 Chapter 3. The Qubit and the Quantum States

Listing 3.6: Weighted initial state

1 from math import sqrt
2
3 # Define state |psi>
4 initial_state = [1/sqrt(2), 1/sqrt(2)]
5
6 # Redefine the quantum circuit
7 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
8
9 # Initialise the 0th qubit in the state `initial_state`

10 qc.initialize(initial_state, 0)
11
12 # execute the qc
13 results = execute(qc,backend).result().get_counts()
14
15 # plot the results
16 plot_histogram(results)

Figure 3.4: The qubit state

What is the state of qubit that has a 25 chance of resulting in 0 and 75of result-
ing in 1?

The solution is solving the following equation system.

Equation 3.4. This is the definition of a qubit in superposition. This qubit,
when observed, has the probability of α2 to result in 0 and β 2 to result in 1.

|ψ⟩= α|0⟩+β |1⟩=
[

α
β

]
(3.4)
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Equation 3.5. This is the required normalization. It requires the sum of the
squared amplitudes (α and β ) to equal 1.

α2 +β 2 = 1 (3.5)

Let’s regard the probabilities 25% and 75% as fractions and equate them toα2

and β 2, respectively.

α2 =
1
4
⇔ α =

1
2

(3.6)

and

β 2 =
3
4
⇔ β =

√
3

2
(3.7)

Now,we insert 3.6 and 3.7 into equation 3.4:

|ψ⟩= 1
2
|0⟩+

√
3

2
|1⟩=

[
1
2√
3

2

]

In Python, the array [1/2, sqrt(3)/2] represents the vector
[

1
2√
3

2

]
Now, let’s open our Jupyter notebook and test our calculation.

Listing 3.7: The qubit with a probability of 0.25 to result in 0

1 from qiskit import QuantumCircuit, execute, Aer
2 from qiskit.visualization import plot_histogram
3 from math import sqrt
4
5 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
6 initial_state = [1/2, sqrt(3)/2] # Here, we insert the state
7 qc.initialize(initial_state, 0)
8 backend = Aer.get_backend('statevector_simulator')
9 result = execute(qc,backend).result()

10 counts = result.get_counts()
11 plot_histogram(counts)
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Figure 3.5: The qubit measurement probabilities

Phew. In this chapter, we introduced quite a few terms and equations just to
scratch on the surface of quantummechanics. But the actual source code is
pretty neat, isn’t it?

We introduced the notion of the quantum state. In particular, the state of a
binary quantum system. The quantumbit or qubit.

Untilweobserveaqubit, it is in superposition. Contrary toa classical bit that
can be either 0 or 1, a qubit is in a superposition of both states. But once you
observe it, there are distinct probabilities ofmeasuring 0 or 1.

Thismeans thatmultiplemeasurementsmadeonmultiplequbits in identical
stateswill not always give the sameresult. The equivalent representationsof
aquantumbit that,whenobserved,has theprobabilityofα2 to result in 0and
β 2 to result in 1 are:

|ψ⟩ = α|0⟩+ β |1⟩ =
[

α
β

]
, with α2 + β 2 = 1. In Python the array [alpha, beta]

denotes this state.

3.2 Visual Exploration Of The Qubit
State
Thequbit is a two-dimensional quantumsystem. Eachdimension is denoted
by a standard basis vector:

|0⟩=
[

1
0

]
in Python [1, 0] and
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|1⟩=
[

0
1

]
, in Python [0, 1].

The state of thequbit is representedby the superpositionofbothdimensions.
This is the qubit state vector |ψ⟩ (“psi”).

|ψ⟩= α|0⟩+β |1⟩=
[

α
β

]
(3.8)

In Python, |ψ⟩ is the array [alpha, beta].

But |ψ⟩must be normalized by:

α2 +β 2 = 1 (3.9)

Although normalizing the qubit state vector is not a difficult task, doing the
math over and over again is quite cumbersome.

Butmaybe, there’s anotherway. Aneasyway. Let’sfirsthavea lookatagraph-
ical representation of the qubit state |ψ⟩ in the following figure 5.12.

|0⟩

|1⟩

|ψ⟩

θ

β

α

Figure 3.6: 2-dimensional qubit system

In this representation, both dimensions reside at the vertical axis but in op-
posite directions. The top and the bottom of the system correspond to the
standard basis vectors |0⟩ and |1⟩, respectively.

i When there are two dimensions, the usual way is to put the two
dimensions orthogonal to each other. While using one axis to
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represent both dimensions is rather an unusual representation
foratwo-dimensional system, it iswell suitedforaquantumsys-
tem. Butmore on this later.

Let’s have a look at the arbitrary qubit state vector |ψ⟩ in this figure 5.12.

Since qubit state vectors are normalized, |ψ⟩ originates in the center and has
the magnitude (length) of 1

2 . Due to this equal magnitude, all state vectors
end at the pointed circle. So does |ψ⟩.

The angle between the state vector |0⟩ and |ψ⟩, named θ (“theta”), controls
the proximities of the vector head to the top and the bottom of the system
(dashed lines).

These proximities represent the probabilities of

• α2 ofmeasuring |ψ⟩ as 0
• and β 2 ofmeasuring it as 1.

! The proximities α and β are at the opposite sides of the state’s
probability (|ψ⟩) they describe. α is the proximity (or distance)
to |1⟩ because with increasing distance to |1⟩ the probability of
measuring ‘0‘ increases.

Thus, by controlling the proximities, the angle θ also controls the probabili-
ties ofmeasuring the qubit in either state 0 or 1.

Rather than specifying the relation between α and β and then coping with
normalizing theirvalues,wecanspecify theangleθ anduse the requirednor-
malization to derive α and β from it.

We can deduct the values of α and β and thus the state |ψ⟩:

|ψ⟩= cos
θ
2
|0⟩+ sin

θ
2
|1⟩=

[
cosθ

2
sinθ

2

]
(3.10)

In Python the two-field array [cos(theta/2), sin(theta/2)] denotes this state.

There’s one problem left. For θ ∈ R, what if π < θ < 2π? Or in plain English,
what if the θ denotes a vector pointing to the left side of the vertical axis?

Figure 11.9 shows this situation.
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|0⟩

|1⟩

|ψ⟩

θ
|+⟩= |0⟩+|1⟩√

2|−⟩= |0⟩−|1⟩√
2

Figure 3.7: 360° 2-dimensional qubit system

Mathematically, we don’t have a problem. Since we square α and β , their
signs (+ or−) are irrelevant for the resulting probabilities.

But what does it mean? How can either α2 or β 2 be negative, as the figure
indicates? The answer is i. i is a complex number whose square is negative:
i2 =−1.

And if α and β are complex numbers (α,β ∈ C), their squares can be negative.

This entails a lot of consequences. And it raises a lot of questions. We will
unravel them one by one in the following sections. For now,we interpret all
vectors on the left-hand side of the vertical axis to have a negative value for
β 2 (β 2 < 0).

While such a value lets us distinguish the qubit state vectors on both sides of
the vertical axis, it does notmatter for the resulting probabilities.

For instance, the state |ψ⟩= |0⟩+|1⟩√
2
yields the same probability ofmeasuring 0

or 1. It resides at the horizontal axis. And so does |ψ⟩= |0⟩−|1⟩√
2

Although these states share the same probabilities, they are different. And
the angle θ differentiates between them.

θ = π
2 specifies |ψ⟩= |0⟩+|1⟩√

2
that is also known as |+⟩.

And θ = 3
2π or θ =−π

2 specifies |ψ⟩= |0⟩−|1⟩√
2
that is also known as |−⟩.
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One of the consequences mentioned above of α2 or β 2 being negative is that
our normalization rule needs some adjustments.

We need to change the normalization equation 3.9 to:

|α|2 + |β |2 = 1 (3.11)

This section contained a lot of formulae. The important takeaway is we can
specify quantum states that yield certain probabilities of measuring 0 and 1
by an angle θ . It saves us doing the normalizationmanually.

Let’s have a look.
Listing 3.8: Using theta to specify the quantum state vector

1 from math import pi, cos, sin
2 from qiskit import QuantumCircuit, Aer, execute
3 from qiskit.visualization import plot_histogram
4
5 def get_state (theta):
6 """returns a valid state vector"""
7 return [cos(theta/2), sin(theta/2)]
8
9 # play with the values for theta to get a feeling

10 theta = −pi/2 # affects the probabilities
11
12
13 # create, initialize, and execute the quantum circuit
14 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
15 qc.initialize(get_state(theta), 0)
16 backend = Aer.get_backend('statevector_simulator')
17 result = execute(qc,backend).result()
18 counts = result.get_counts()
19
20 # Show the histogram
21 plot_histogram(counts)
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Figure 3.8: Theta specifies the qubit state |->

Inthispieceofcode,we introducedthe function getState (line5). It takes theta
as a parameter and returns the array [cos(theta/2), sin(theta/2)]. This is the
vectorwe specified in the equation 3.10.

3.3 Derive The Proof Of The
Theta-Formula
In the last section ??, we introduced the formula: 3.10:

|ψ⟩= cos
θ
2
|0⟩+ sin

θ
2
|1⟩=

[
cosθ

2
sinθ

2

]

Thestructureof this formuladerivesdirectly fromthedefinitionof thequbit
superposition state.

|ψ⟩= α|0⟩+β |1⟩=
[

α
β

]
(3.12)

To prove equation 3.10, we need to prove the following two terms

α = cos
θ
2

(3.13)

and

β = sin
θ
2

(3.14)
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Let’s have a look at our graphical definition of α and β . We already saw this
figure 5.12 in section 3.2.

|0⟩

|1⟩

|ψ⟩

θ

β

α

Figure 3.9: 2-dimensional qubit system

α and β describe the proximity to the top and the bottom of the system, re-

spectively. θ is the angle between the standard basis vector: |0⟩=
[

1
0

]
and the

qubit state vector |ψ⟩ it represents.

Any valid qubit state vectormust be normalized:

α2 +β 2 = 1 (3.15)

This implies all qubit state vectors have the samemagnitude (length). Since
theyalloriginate in thecenter, they formacirclewiththeradiusof theirmag-
nitude (that is half of the circle diameter).

In such a situation,Thales’ theorem states, if

• A, B, and C are distinct points on a circle (condition 1)
• where the line AC is a diameter (condition 2)
• then the angle∠ABC (the angle at point B) is a right angle.

In our case, the heads of |0⟩, |1⟩, and |ψ⟩ represent the points A, B, and C, re-
spectively (satisfy condition 1). The line between |0⟩ and |1⟩ is the diameter
(satisfy condition 2). Therefore, the angle at the head of |ψ⟩ is a right angle.

Now, the Pythagorean theorem states the area of the square whose side is
opposite the right angle (hypotenuse, c) is equal to the sumof the areas of the
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squares on the other two sides (legs a, b).

c2 = a2 +b2 (3.16)

When looking at figure 3.9, again, we can see that α and β are the two legs
of the rectangular triangle and the diameter of the circle is the hypotenuse.
Therefore, we can insert the normalization equation 3.15

c =
√

α2 +β 2 =
√

1 = 1 (3.17)

The diameter c is two times the radius, thus two times themagnitude of any
vector |ψ⟩. The length of |ψ⟩ is thus c

2 = 1
2 .

Since all qubit state vectors have the same length, including |0⟩ and |1⟩, there
are two isosceles triangles (△M|0⟩|ψ⟩ and△M|ψ⟩|1⟩).

Have a look at the following figure 3.10.

|0⟩

|1⟩

|ψ⟩

θ

β

α
M

γ
γ

δ

δ

Figure 3.10: Two inner isosceles triangles and an outer
rectangular triangle

Youcansee the two isosceles triangles. Theangles in isosceles trianglesat the
equal legs are equal, as denoted by γ and δ .

Further, the sumof all three angles in a triangle is 180o. Therefore,

θ +2γ = 180o (3.18)

Let’s solve this after γ

γ =
180o −θ

2
= 90o − θ

2
(3.19)
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In a rectangular triangle (the outer one), trigonometric identity says the sine
of an angle is the length of the opposite leg divided by the length of the hy-
potenuse. In our case, thismeans:

sinγ =
α
1
= α (3.20)

Now,we insert equation 3.19:

sin
(

90o − θ
2

)
= α (3.21)

With sin(90o − x) = cosx, we can see:

α = cos
θ
2

This is the first equation 3.13 to prove.

The further proof works accordingly and is straight forward. At the center
(M), the (unnamed) angle inside the dashed triangle is 180o −θ .

(180o −θ)+2δ = 180o ⇔ δ =
θ
2

(3.22)

Again, we use the trigonometric identity. This time it implies:

sinδ =
β
1
= β (3.23)

Finally, we insert 3.22:

sin
θ
2
= β (3.24)

This is the second equation to prove.

3.4 Exploring The Observer Effect
Aqubit is a two-levelquantumsystemthat is insuperpositionof thequantum
states |0⟩ and |1⟩ unless you observe it. Once you observe it, there are distinct
probabilities ofmeasuring 0 or 1. In physics, this is known as the observer ef-
fect. It says the mere observation of a phenomenon inevitably changes that
phenomenon itself. For instance, if you’re measuring the temperature in
yourroom,you’re takingawaya littlebitof theenergy toheatupthemercury
in the thermometer. This loss of energy cools down the rest of your room. In
theworldwe experience, the effects of observation are often negligible.
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But in the sub-atomic world of quantum-mechanics, these effects matter.
They matter a lot. The mere observation of a quantum bit changes its state
from a superposition of the states |0⟩ and |1⟩ to either one value. Thus, even
the observation is a manipulation of the system we need to consider when
developing a quantum circuit.

Let’s revisit the quantum circuit from section ??. Here’s the code and the re-
sult if you run it:

Listing 3.9: A circuit without measurement

1 from qiskit import QuantumCircuit, execute, Aer
2 from qiskit.visualization import plot_histogram
3 from math import sqrt
4
5 # Create a quantum circuit with one qubit
6 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
7
8 # Define state |Psi>
9 initial_state = [1/sqrt(2), 1/sqrt(2)]

10
11 # Apply initialization operation to the qubit at position 0
12 qc.initialize(initial_state, 0)
13
14 # Tell Qiskit how to simulate our circuit
15 backend = Aer.get_backend('statevector_simulator')
16
17 # Do the simulation, returning the result
18 result = execute(qc,backend).result()
19
20 # Get the data and display histogram
21 counts = result.get_counts()
22 plot_histogram(counts)
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Figure 3.11: Probabilities of measuring a qubit

Our circuit consists of a single onequbit (line 6). It has the initial state [1/sqrt
(2), 1/sqrt(2)] (line 9) thatwe initialize our quantum circuit with (line 12).

Here are theDirac and the vector notation of this state:

|ψ⟩= 1√
2
|0⟩+ 1√

2
|1⟩=

[
1√
2

1√
2

]

We add a simulation backend (line 15), execute the circuit and obtain the re-
sult (line 18). The result object provides the get_counts function that provides
the probabilities for the resulting (observed) state our qubit.

Let’s have a look at our circuit. The QuantumCircuit provides the draw function
that renders an image of the circuit diagram. Provide output=text as named
parameter to get an ASCII art version of the image.

Listing 3.10: Draw the circuit

1 qc.draw(output='text')
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Figure 3.12: The qubit state

This drawing shows the inputs on the left, outputs on the right, and opera-
tions in between.

What we see here is our single qubit (q) and its initialization values ( 1√
2
=

0.707). These values are both, the input and the output of our circuit. When
we execute this circuit, our result-function evaluates the quantum bit in the
superposition state of |0⟩ and |1⟩. Thus, we have a 50:50 chance to catch our
qubit in either one state.

Let’s seewhat happens if we observe our qubit as part of the circuit.

Listing 3.11: Circuit with measurement

1 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
2 qc.initialize(initial_state, 0)
3
4 # observe the qubit
5 qc.measure_all()
6
7 # Do the simulation, returning the result
8 result = execute(qc,backend).result()
9 counts = result.get_counts()

10 plot_histogram(counts)
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Figure 3.13: Measuring the qubit inside the circuit

“Whoa?!”

We get a 100% probability of resulting state 1. That can’t be true. Let’s rerun
the code… (I know, doing the same things and expecting different results is a
sign of insanity)
Listing 3.12: Circuit with measurement

1 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
2 qc.initialize(initial_state, 0)
3 qc.measure_all()
4 result = execute(qc,backend).result()
5 counts = result.get_counts()
6 plot_histogram(counts)

Figure 3.14: Measuring the qubit inside the circuit, again
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Again. 100% probability ofmeasuring…wait… it’s state 0.

Nomatter how often you run this code, you’ll always get 100% probability of
either 0 or 1. In fact, if you reran the codemany,many times and counted the
results, you’d see a 50:50 distribution.

Sounds suspicious? Yes, you’re right. Let’s have a look at our circuit.
Listing 3.13: A circuit with measurement

1 qc.draw(output='text')

Figure 3.15: A circuit with measurement

Our circuit nowcontains ameasurement. That is anobservation. It pulls our
qubit out of a superposition state and lets it collapse into either 0 or 1. When
we obtain the result afterwards, there’s nothing quantumic anymore. It is a
distinct value. And this is the output (to the right) of the circuit.

Whetherwe observe a 0 or a 1 is now part of our quantum circuit.

! The small number at the bottommeasurement line does not de-
pict a qubit’s value. It is the measurement’s index. It starts
counting at 0. The next measurements will have the numbers
1, 2, etc.

Sometimes, we refer to measurement as collapsing the state of the qubit.
This notion emphasizes the effect a measurement has. Unlike classical pro-
gramming, where you can inspect, print, and show values of your bits as of-
ten as you like, in quantumprogramming, it has an effect on your results.
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Ifwe constantlymeasured our qubit to keep track of its value,wewouldkeep
it inawell-definedstate, either 0or 1. Suchaqubitwouldn’tbedifferent from
aclassical bit. Our computation couldbe easily replacedbya classical compu-
tation. In a quantumcomputation,wemust allow the qubits to exploremore
complex states. Measurements are therefore only used when we need to ex-
tract an output. Thismeans that we often place the all measurements at the
end of our quantum circuit.

In this section,we had a look at the simplest quantumcircuit. We initialize a
singlequbit andobserve it. But it effectivelydemonstrates theobservereffect
in quantum computing. It is something we need to keep in mind, when we
startmanipulating our qubits.

3.5 Parameterized Quantum Circuit
In chapter 2, we created different hypocrite classifiers. These are classifiers
solely buildingupon chancewhenpredicting the label of a thing. While such
aclassifiercanyieldseeminglygoodperformance inasinglemeasure, suchas
“precision”, itdoesnotreachanaverage farbeyond0.5 four the fourmeasures
that directly result from the confusion matrix (precision, recall, specificity,
andNPV).

In this section, we use a quantum circuit as to solve our binary classifica-
tion task. This quantum circuit is a Parameterized QuantumCircuit (PQC).
A PQC is a quantum circuit that takes all data it needs as input paramters.
Therefore it has its name “parameterized”. It predicts the label of the thing
based on these parameters.

The following image 3.16 depicts the simple PQCwe are about to build in this
section.

PQC

|ψ⟩

0

1

Figure 3.16: A PQC binary classifier

This PQC takes a single quantum state (ψ) as its input. It measures the state
and provides its prediction as output.
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We created such a quantum circuit in the last section 3.4, already.

Here’s the source code.
Listing 3.14: A simple PQC binary classifier

1 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
2 initial_state = [1/sqrt(2), 1/sqrt(2)]
3 qc.initialize(initial_state, 0)
4 qc.measure_all()

In fact, this circuit outputs either 0 or 1, each with a probability of 50%. It
sounds a lot like the random classifierwe created in section 2.5.

Let’s wrap this circuit into a function we can use with the run and evaluate
functionswe created in that section to seewhether it behaves similarly.
Listing 3.15: The parameterized quantum circuit classifier

1 from qiskit import execute, Aer, QuantumCircuit
2 from math import sqrt
3 from sklearn.metrics import recall_score, precision_score,

confusion_matrix
4
5 def pqc_classify(backend, passenger_state):
6 """backend −− a qiskit backend to run the quantum circuit at
7 passenger_state −− a valid quantum state vector"""
8
9 # Create a quantum circuit with one qubit

10 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)
11
12 # Define state |Psi> and initialize the circuit
13 qc.initialize(passenger_state, 0)
14
15 # Measure the qubit
16 qc.measure_all()
17
18 # run the quantum circuit
19 result=execute(qc,backend).result()
20
21 # get the counts, these are either {'0': 1} or {'1': 1}
22 counts=result.get_counts(qc)
23
24 # get the bit 0 or 1
25 return int(list(map(lambda item: item[0], counts.items()))[0])



90 Chapter 3. The Qubit and the Quantum States

The first difference to notice is the function takes two parameters instead of
one (line 5). Thefirstparameter is aQiskit backend. Since theclassifierwill run
a lot of times in a row, it makes sense to reuse all we can. And we can reuse
the backend.

Thesecondparameterdiffers fromtheclassifiers thus far. Itdoesnot takethe
passenger data, but a quantum state vector (passenger_state) as input . This is
not a problem right now, since all the hypocrite classifiers we developed so
far ignored the data anyway.

The function creates a quantum circuit with one qubit (line 12), initializes it
with the passenger_state (line 15), measures the qubit (line 18), executes the
quantumcircuit (line 21) andretrieves the counts fromthe result (line 24). All
these steps did not change.

But how we return the counts is new (line 27). counts is a Python dictionary.
It contains themeasurement result (either 0 or 1) as a key and the probability
as the associated value. Since our quantum circuitmeasures the qubit, it col-
lapsed to a finite value. Thus, themeasurement probability is always 1. Con-
sequently, counts is either {'0': 1} or {'1': 1}.

All we’re interested in here is the key. And this is whatwe return.

We start (from inner to outer)with the term counts.items(). It transforms the
Pythondictionary into a list of tuples, like [('0', 1)]. Sincewe only have one
key in the dictionary, there is only one tuple in the list. The important point
is toget the tuple rather than thedictionary’skey-valueconstructbecausewe
can access a tuple’s elements thorugh the index.

This is what we do in the function lambda: item: item[0]. It takes a tuple and
returns its first element. We do this for every item in the list (even though
there is onlyone item)byusing list(map(...)). Fromthis list,we take thefirst
(and only) item (either '0' or '1') and transform it into a number (int(...)).

Beforewe can run it, we need to load the prepared passenger data.
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Listing 3.16: Load the data

1 import numpy as np
2
3 with open('data/train.npy', 'rb') as f:
4 train_input = np.load(f)
5 train_labels = np.load(f)
6
7 with open('data/test.npy', 'rb') as f:
8 test_input = np.load(f)
9 test_labels = np.load(f)

The following code runs the pqc_classifierwith the initial statewith a proba-
bility of 0.5 tomeasure 0 or 1, respectively (line 5).

Further, we create a backend (line 2) and provide it as a parameter to be
reused (line 8).

Listing 3.17: The scores of the random quantum classifier

1 # Tell Qiskit how to simulate our circuit
2 backend = Aer.get_backend('statevector_simulator')
3
4 # Specify the quantum state that results in either 0 or 1
5 initial_state = [1/sqrt(2), 1/sqrt(2)]
6
7 classifier_report("Random PQC",
8 lambda passenger: pqc_classify(backend, initial_state),
9 train_input,

10 train_labels)

The precision score of the Random PQC classifier is 0.35
The recall score of the Random PQC classifier is 0.46
The specificity score of the Random PQC classifier is 0.46
The npv score of the Random PQC classifier is 0.57
The information level is: 0.46

Whenwe run the pqc_classify classifier with the initial state, we can see that
it yields the same scores as the random classifier did.

But how these two classifiers create the results is completely different.
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The classic “random” classifier uses the function random and initializes it, as
depicted by the following code snippet.

Listing 3.18: Initialization of classical (pseudo‐)random

1 import random
2 random.seed(a=None, version=2)

Weprovide Noneas the randomness source (a). This implies the function takes
a value from the operating system. It appears random, but it is not. If we
knew the value it gets from the operating system or if we specified a distinct
value ourselves, we could reproduce the exact predictions.

That’s why Python’s random-function generates pseudo-random (see Python-
docs) numbers.

By contrast, the PQC generates truly random results (when being run on a
real quantum computer). This is in accordance with one of the interpreta-
tions of the quantum state of superposition. we discussed in section (??).

Nevertheless, we have not used anything quantumic yet which would make
us see the difference between classical pseudo-random and quantumic truly
random.

3.6 Variational Hybrid
Quantum-Classical Algorithm
The PQC binary classifer we created in the previous section 3.5 is as good as
the randomclassifier. Or as poor as. Because it does not provide any increase
in the information level.

This is going to change now. So far, we always feed the PQC with the same

initial state: |ψ⟩=

[
1√
2

1√
2

]
, with the corresponding array in Python: [1/sqrt(2),

1/sqrt(2)].

This state does not take into account the passenger data at all. It is a hyp-
ocrite classifier, such as the classifiers we build in section 2.7.Hypocrite clas-
sifiers solely use chance when predicting the label of a thing. While such a
classifier can yield seemingly good performance in a single measures, such
as “precision”, it does not reach an average above 0.5 for the four measures

https://docs.python.org/3/library/random.html
https://docs.python.org/3/library/random.html
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that directly result from the confusion matrix (precision, recall, specificity,
andNPV). It does not provide any information gain.

In order to improve our classifier, we need to use the passenger data. Even
though we prepared the passenger data into normalized numerical data, it
does not fit the quantum state vector we need to feed into our PQC.We need
to pre-process our passenger data to be computable by a quantum computer.

In fact, we also need to post-process it. We implicitly post-processed the re-
sults as part of the return statement, as shown in the following snippet.

Listing 3.19

1 def pqc_classify(backend, passenger_state):
2 # ...
3
4 # get the bit 0 or 1
5 return int(list(map(lambda item: item[0], counts.items()))[0])

Sincewe have a binary classification task, our prediction is in fact 0 or 1. Our
post-processing is limited to transforming the output format. But in any
other setting, post-processingmay involve translation fromtheoutputof the
quantum circuit into a useable prediction.

Altogether, we wrap the PQC into a process of classical pre- and post-
processing. This is an algorithm with an outer structure running at a clas-
sical computer and an inner component running on a quantumcomputer. It
is aVariationalHybridQuantum-ClassicalAlgorithm and it is a popular ap-
proach for near-term quantumdevices.

Figure 3.17 shows the overall architecture of our simple Variational Hybrid
Quantum-Classical Algorithm.

Thedata ispre-processedonaclassical computer todeterminea set ofparam-
eters for the PQC. In our simple case, this is the quantum state vector |ψ⟩.

The quantum hardware uses the intitial quantum state, works with it and
performsmeasurements. All its calculations are parameterized. So, they are
relatively small and short-lived. In our case, we only measure the quantum
state. We do not use any further parameters beyond |ψ⟩.

Finally, themeasurement outcomes are post-processed by the classical com-
puter to generate a prediction.

The overall algorithm consists of a closed loop between the classical and
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Figure 3.17: A Variational Hybrid Quantum-Classical Algorithm

quantum components.

Let’s separate our code thus far into the three parts:

• Pre-processing
• PQC
• Post-processing

Listing 3.20: Pre‐processing template

1 def pre_process(passenger):
2 """
3 passenger −− the normalized (array of numeric data) passenger data
4 returns a valid quantum state
5 """
6 quantum_state = [1/sqrt(2), 1/sqrt(2)]
7 return quantum_state

The function pre_process takes thepassenger data as an array of numeric data.

It returns a valid quantum state vector. In this first version, it returns the
balanced state ofmeasuring 0 or 1with equal probabilities.
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Listing 3.21: The parameterized quantum circuit

1 def pqc(backend, quantum_state):
2 """
3 backend −− a qiskit backend to run the quantum circuit at
4 quantum_state −− a valid quantum state vector
5 returns the counts of the measurement
6 """
7
8 # Create a quantum circuit with one qubit
9 qc = QuantumCircuit(1)

10
11 # Define state |Psi> and initialize the circuit
12 qc.initialize(quantum_state, 0)
13
14 # Measure the qubit
15 qc.measure_all()
16
17 # run the quantum circuit
18 result=execute(qc,backend).result()
19
20 # get the counts, these are either {'0': 1} or {'1': 1}
21 counts=result.get_counts(qc)
22
23 return counts

The function pqc is the PQC. It takes a quantum backend and a valid
quantum_state as input parameters.

It prepares and runs the quantum circuit before it returns the counts of its
measurements.
Listing 3.22: Post‐processing

1 def post_process(counts):
2 """
3 counts −− the result of the quantum circuit execution
4 returns the prediction
5 """
6 return int(list(map(lambda item: item[0], counts.items()))[0])

The function post_process takes the counts as input and returns the prediction
(see section 3.5 for the detailed explanation of how to transform the counts
dictionary into the prediction).
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Let’s put it all together.

Listing 3.23: The scores of the random quantum classifier

1 # Tell Qiskit how to simulate our circuit
2 backend = Aer.get_backend('statevector_simulator')
3
4 classifier_report(
5 "Variational",
6 lambda passenger: post_process(pqc(backend, pre_process(passenger))),
7 train_input,
8 train_labels)

The precision score of the Variational classifier is 0.43
The recall score of the Variational classifier is 0.54
The specificity score of the Variational classifier is 0.51
The npv score of the Variational classifier is 0.62
The information level is: 0.52

Wefirst create the statevector_simulator backendwe can reuse for all our pre-
dictions (line 2).

We use the classifier_reportwrapping functionwe developed in section 2.7.

Besides an arbitrary name it uses in the output (line 5) the main input is the
classifierwe provide (line 6).

We provide an anonymous (lambda) function (a function without a name) as
our classifier. It takes a single parameter passenger and runs (from inner to
outer) the pre_process function with the passenger as parameter. We put the
result alongside the backend into the pqc functionwhose resultwe put into the
post_process function.

Whenwe run the pqc classifierwith the initial state, we can see that it yields
the same scores as the random classifier.

Now, it’s finally time tobuild a real classifier. One thatuses the actual passen-
ger data to predict whether the passenger survived the Titanic shipwreck or
not.

Let’s start at the end. The current post-processing already returns either 0 or
1. This fits our required output, since 0 represents the passenger died and 1
represents the passenger survived.
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The current PQC measures the provided quantum state vector and returns
the counts. We could leave it unchanged, if we provided as input a vector
whose probability corresponds to the passenger’s actual probability to sur-
vive.

The passenger data consists of an array of seven features. We already trans-
formed all features into numbers between 0 and 1 (section 2.4).

Thus, it is the task of the pre-processing to translate these seven numbers
intoaquantumstatevectorwhoseprobabilitycorresponds to thepassenger’s
actual probability to survive.

Finding such a probability is the innate objective of anymachine learning al-
gorithm.

Our data consists of seven features. The main assumption is these features
determine or at least affected whether a passenger survived or not. If that
wasn’t thecase,wewouldn’tbeable topredictanythingreliably. Let’sassume
the features determine survival.

The question then is, how do these seven features determine survival? Is
one feature more important than another? Is there a direct relationship be-
tween a feature and survival? Are there any interdependencies between the
features, such as if A then B indicates survival. But if not A, then B is irrele-
vant but C is important.

But before we use sophisticated tools (such as neural networks) that are able
to discover complex structures of how the features determine the outcome,
we start simple.

We assume all features are independent from each other and each features
contributesmore or less to the survival or death of the passenger.

Therefore, we say the overall probability of survival P(survival) is the sum of
each feature’s value F times the feature’s weight µF (“mu”).

P(survival) = ∑(F ·µF) (3.25)

Let’s have a look atwhat thismeans in Python.
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Listing 3.24: weight a passenger's feature

1 def weight_feature(feature, weight):
2 """
3 feature −− the single value of a passenger's feature
4 weight −− the overall weight of this feature
5 returns the weighted feature
6 """
7 return feature*weight

The weight_feature function calculates and returns the term F ·µF . This func-
tion calculates how much a passenger’s feature, the age for instance, con-
tributes to this passenger’s overall probability to survive. The higher the
weighted value, the higher the probability.

Next, we need to add all the weighted features to calculate the overall proba-
bility.
Listing 3.25: Calculate the overall probability

1 from functools import reduce
2
3 def get_overall_probability(features, weights):
4 """
5 features −− list of the features of a passenger
6 weights −− list of all features' weights
7 """
8 return reduce(
9 lambda result, data: result + weight_feature(*data),

10 zip(features, weights),
11 0
12 )

The function get_overall_probability takes two parameters. First, the list of a
passenger’s feature values. This is a passenger’s data. Second, the list of the
featureweights.

We construct a list of tuples for each feature (line 10) containing the feature
and its weight. Python’s zip-function takes two separate lists and creates the
respective tuple for each two elements in the lists.

We reduce this list of (feature, weight) into a single number (line 8). We call
the weight_feature-function for each of the tuples and add up the results (line
9), startingwith the value 0 (line 11).



3.6 Variational Hybrid Quantum‐Classical Algorithm 99

Now, we need to calculate the weights of the features. These are similar
across all passengers. Webuild theweights upon the correlation coefficients.

The correlation coefficient is ameasure of the relationship between twovari-
ables. Each variable is a list of values. It denotes howmuch the value in one
list increases as the value of the other list increases. The correlation coeffi-
cient can take values between−1 and 1.

• A correlation coefficient of 1means that for every increase in one vari-
able, there is a proportional increase in the other.
• A correlation coefficient of−1means that for every increase in one vari-
able, there is a proportional decrease in the other.
• A correlation coefficient of 0means that the two variables are not lin-
early related.

We calculate the correlation coefficient for each feature in our dataset in re-
lation to the list of labels. In the following code,we thus separate our dataset
into a list of the columns (line 4).

The term list(map(lambda passenger: passenger[i], train_input transforms
each passenger’s data into its value at the position i. Andwe do this for i in
range(0,7). Itmeanswe do this for each column.

Listing 3.26: Calculate the correlation coefficients

1 from scipy.stats import spearmanr
2
3 # separate the training data into a list of the columns
4 columns = [list(map(lambda passenger: passenger[i], train_input)) for i

in range(0,7)]
5
6 # calculate the correlation coefficient for each column
7 correlations = list(map(lambda col: spearmanr(col, train_labels)[0],

columns))
8 correlations

[-0.3197157323427042,
-0.578307132534222,
-0.07119068845990383,
0.09087327268445101,
0.13761444319293503,
0.31592964952566327,
-0.1745346616390969]
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There are different types of correlation coefficients. The most frequently
used are the Pearson and Spearman correlationmethods.

The Pearson correlation is best suited for linear continuous variables
whereas the Spearman correlation also works for monotonic ordinal vari-
ables. Sincewehave some categorial data (Plass, Sex, and Embarked), weuse the
Spearmanmethod to calculate the correlation coefficient.

Scipyprovides the function spearmanr forus. Wecall this function for each col-
umn and the train_labels (line 7). The function returns two values, the corre-
lation coefficient and the p-value. We’re only interested in the first (at index
0).

The correlation coefficients range from−0.58 to 0.32.

Let’s put this all together in the pre-processing.

Listing 3.27: The weighting pre‐processing

1 from math import pi, sin, cos
2
3 def get_state (theta):
4 """returns a valid state vector from angle theta"""
5 return [cos(theta/2), sin(theta/2)]
6
7 def pre_process_weighted(passenger):
8 """
9 passenger −− the normalized (array of numeric data) passenger data

10 returns a valid quantum state
11 """
12
13 # caluclate the overall probability
14 mu = get_overall_probability(passenger, correlations)
15
16 # theta between 0 (|0>) and pi (|1>)
17 quantum_state = get_state((1−mu)*pi)
18
19 return quantum_state

We use the function get_state from section 3.2. It takes the angle theta and
returns a valid quantum state. An angle of 0 denotes the state |0⟩ that is the
probability of 100% ofmeasuring 0. An angle of π denotes the state |1⟩ that is
the probability of 100% ofmeasuring 1.

Accordingly, we multiply the overall probability we calculate at line 14 with
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pi to specify an angle up to π (line 17). Since the correlation coefficients are
between −1 and 1 and most of our coefficients are negative, a value of µ to-
wards−1 implies the passenger actually died. Thus, we reverse the angles by
calculating (1−mu)*pi.

Now, we’re ready to run the classifier. Let’s feed it into the classifier_report
wrapping function.

Listing 3.28: Run the PQC with the weighted pre‐processing

1 backend = Aer.get_backend('statevector_simulator')
2
3 classifier_report("Variational",
4 lambda passenger: post_process(pqc(backend, pre_process_weighted(

passenger))),
5 train_input,
6 train_labels)

The precision score of the Variational classifier is 0.77
The recall score of the Variational classifier is 0.61
The specificity score of the Variational classifier is 0.88
The npv score of the Variational classifier is 0.77
The information level is: 0.76

We achieve an overall information level of about 0.73 to 0.77. Not too bad, is
it? But beforewe’re start to party,weneed to test our classifier. We “trained”
the classifier with the training data. So it has seen the data before we just
used.

Let’s run the classifierwith the test dataset.
Listing 3.29: Test the PQC‐based classifier on data it has not seen before

1 classifier_report("Variational−Test",
2 lambda passenger: post_process(pqc(backend, pre_process_weighted(

passenger))),
3 test_input,
4 test_labels)
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The precision score of the Variational-Test classifier is 0.60
The recall score of the Variational-Test classifier is 0.55
The specificity score of the Variational-Test classifier is 0.85
The npv score of the Variational-Test classifier is 0.82
The information level is: 0.70

The overall information level is somewhere between 0.66 and 0.71. This is
only a little bit lower than the value we get when running it on the training
data. The algorithm seems to generalize (to a certain extent).

Most importantly, in comparison to the hypocrite classifiers, we see a signif-
icant increase in the information level. This classifier provides some actual
insights. Not toomany. But some.

It is our first working Variational Hybrid Quantum-Classical Classifier.



15. What's Next?

You’ve reached the end of the preview of Hands-On Quantum Machine
Learning with Python. I hope you enjoyed reading it thus far. And I hope
you stay with me in the journey on learning about quantummachine learn-
ing.

We have just scratched the very surface of quantum machine learning. We
created a simpleVariationalHybridQuantum-ClassicalClassificationAlgo-
rithm.

But this algorithm is only the beginning. It is among the simplest classifiers
we can imagine. Even thoughwe use a ParameterizedQuantumCircuit, we
didn’t do anything classical computers can’t do.

In the upcoming chapters, wewill explore how to createmore sophisticated
quantum circuits. And we will learn how to use entanglement and interfer-
ence to reduce the complexity of a problem at hand.

There is a lot to discover in quantummachine learning. AndwithHands-On
QuantumMachine LearningWith Python, you will continue discovering it
in a practical and easy to follow manner. You’ll get all the knowledge you
need to implement quantum-basedmachine learning algorithms.

In this book, we will go far beyond the basics. We will learn how to create
state-of-the-art quantummachine learning algorithms.

Hands-OnQuantumMachineLearningWithPythonwill equip youwith all
you need to become a “QuantumMachine Learning Engineer” – the job to be-
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come the sexiest job of the 2020s.

Hands-On Quantum Machine Learning With Python is currently work in
process. While I continue working on the book, I’d appreciate your interest
and I’ll be happy to provide youwith the newest insights I gathered.

Don’tmiss the regular updates on Substack,Medium, and www.pyqml.com.

If you like, please providemewith feedback at mail@pyqml.com.

You can alsomail me if you have any other question regarding quantumma-
chine learning in general. I’ll strive to reply. Most likely, otherswill have the
same question, so I’ll be happy to include the answers in the book once it is
ready.

Thank you for reading.

https://pyqml.substack.com/
https://medium.com/@fzickert
www.pyqml.com
mailto:mail@pyqml.com
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